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The advertised discounted APR is a fixed rate and applies to approved Home Equity Loan applications received between 2/01/24-3/30/24 with a loan amount between $10,000 - payment from a CNB Optimum checking account is required to25,000 with a five-year term in second lien position. Automatic p0 - $25
receive the discounted advertised rate. Loan amounts available up to $250,000 with other rates and terms. APRs range from 7.99% to 10.16% and will be determined based o subject to change. Minimum $10,000 increase in loan amountloan amount and term. Rates are accurate as of 1/26/24 and are ed on loa
required if refinancing an existing CNB loan. 1 to 4-unit, owner-occupied primary and secondary homes only. Property insurance and, if applicable, flood insurance is required where there is no institutional first mortgage. Loan-to-value ratio Title insurance may be required for loans greater than $250,000 or wred. Title
may not exceed 85%. Based on a loan amount of $10,000, a 5-year loan with a 7.99% APR will have a monthly payment of $202.71. *If the loan is terminated for any re to repay third-party closing costs incurred by the bank to openon prior to 3 years from the date of the loan closing, you will be required y reason 
your loan. These costs can range between $348.74 and $2,981.34. All loans are subject to credit approval. Deposit Products - Member FDIC.

Easy debt  
 consolidation.
One-payment   
 convenience.

CNB Home Equity Loan 
• Consolidate high-interest debt at a lower rate
• One simple, fixed payment 
• Borrow up to $25,000 with no closing costs*

Visit a CNB office  
or CNBank.com/HE

%
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FIXED INTEREST RATE
5-YEAR TERM

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
democratandchronicle.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late
news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

At least one investigation is un-
derway this week into the apparent
misallocation of resources by a local
nonprofit tasked by Monroe County
with managing a $7.2 million federal
grant.

Community Resource Collabora-
tive serves as a fiscal agent for money
to be divided among 12 other local or-
ganizations for anti-poverty and
community-building programs. The
group is known collectively as the
Neighborhood Collaborative Pro-
gram.

Last week, Monroe County Exec-
utive Adam Bello announced the
county has paused payments after
CRC flagged a problem with its own
internal fiscal controls.

The county has already disbursed
about $1.1 million to CRC, Bello said; it
is unknown how much of that
reached the agencies that were the
intended recipients.

Monroe
County
nonprofit
probed 
CRC’s allocation of
federal funds at issue

Justin Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CRC FUNDS, Page 4A

This week marks 15 years since the disappearance
of Domonique Holley-Grisham, of Rochester. The 16-
year-old walked out of his home on Champlain Street
on Feb. 12, 2009, never to be seen again.

His mother, Mozell Jones-Grisham, says she will
not rest until she gets answers in her son’s case. 

Last year, USA TODAY highlighted Domonique’s
story in a national investigation into disparities in
missing children’s cases. Its findings showed that
missing Black children, like Domonique, are dispro-
portionately classified as runaways compared to their
white counterparts.

The Rochester Police Department said race did not
play a factor in his disappearance investigation, but
Mozell says she feels her son’s case would have been
handled differently if he were white. 

“They just labeled him as a runaway, as, ‘Oh, he’s all
right,’ or, ‘He’ll be back,’ or, ‘He’s just blowing off
steam,’” Mozell told USA TODAY. “When as a mother, in
my gut, I think something happened to my son.” 

Jones-Grisham is now living in North Carolina, but
she continues to hold onto hope that her son’s case will
be solved. On this 15th anniversary, she planned to re-
lease balloons with her loved ones in Domonique’s
honor. 

DOMONIQUE HOLLEY-GRISHAM 

Still missing
after 15 years 

Jaquan Holley-Grisham and his mother, Mozell Jones-Grisham, hold a homemade poster inside
Mozell’s room at the Embassy Suites in Concord, N.C. Mozell Jones-Grisham’s son Domonique
disappeared from his family home in Rochester in 2009. The teen was home with his youngest
brother and his mother’s best friend when he received a phone call. After picking up the phone,
Domonique walked out of his house, never to be seen again. MICHAEL HENSDILL/SPECIAL TO USA TODAY

Mom holds out hope Rochester case will be solved
Madison Scott
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISSING, Page 4A

Over $4 million has been collected
by state agencies through an en-
forcement program aimed at increas-
ing highway safety since launching in
New York last year.

Gov. Kathy Hochul signed a bill in
2021 to create the five-year Automat-
ed Work Zone Speed Enforcement
program. It's managed by the New
York state Department of Transpor-
tation and the New York State Thru-
way Authority.

$4M collected
in work zone
speeding fines 
Emily Barnes
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPEEDING FINES, Page 5A
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Save Money and Go Green
Ask About Our Senior Citizen / Military Discounts!

Located in Pittsford, NY

TAKE CONTROL OF 
YOUR ELECTRIC BILL

$1,000* OFF 
a solar system by mentioning this ad

*New Solar system installs only. Does not apply to
previous sales. Cannot combine with any other offers.

Get a FREE
No Obligation Estimate

Find out if converting to solar 
makes sense for your family

http://3rdrocsolar.localconsumer2.info

585-382-8046

A theater is full of students ignoring
smartphones. They’re all paying atten-
tion to one voice. 

“It’s never been easier to access in-
formation with those computers you
have in your hands,” Angela Davis, the
object of their engagement, said under a
spotlight.

A famed activist and author, Davis
spoke at SUNY Geneseo’s Wadsworth
Auditorium on Friday afternoon as part

of a Heritage Month Speaker Series.
Davis emphasized the importance of

questioning capitalism, gender norms
and the tendency to prioritize individual
pursuits over society’s collective goals.

“Once we begin to challenge that, we
can challenge a whole lot of other
things,” she said.

Davis, a former college professor and
scholar, was one of the prominent fig-
ures in the civil rights movement in the
1960s and 70s. She was arrested and
held in jail for over a year in the early
1970s after guns belonging to her were
used in an armed takeover of a court-

room in Marin County, California, in
which four people were killed.

Nationwide, massive support
emerged as thousands mobilized to ad-
vocate for her release. By February 1971,
over 200 local committees in the U.S.
and 67 abroad rallied to secure Davis’
freedom.

Davis was granted bail after 16
months in custody and released from
county jail in 1972.

“I started to practice yoga when yoga
mats didn’t even exist,” Davis said re-
garding her jail time.

On June 4, 1972, Davis was found not

guilty. She credited her newfound prac-
tices of yoga and veganism — initiated
during her time in jail — for an awakening.

“These kind of practices help us be-
come more connected with the world,”
Davis said.

To conclude the moderated discus-
sion Friday, Davis denounced racism
and criticized lawmakers’ assaults on
critical race theory.

“I like to look at the night sky because
it reminds me of how tiny we are on this
planet,” She said. “If we’re so small, why
do you engage in all these petty ways of
oppressing people?”

Activist, author Angela Davis speaks at SUNY Geneseo event
Robert Bell
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

In a statement, the Neighborhood Col-
laborative Program leaders said they are
“disappointed, frustrated and troubled
by the negative impact of these actions
on our partners and those they serve,”
and said they are committed to transpar-
ency and accountability. Leaders of sev-
eral of those organizations, however, de-
clined to comment on the record.

The county’s external auditor, EFPR
Group, should complete its analysis
within a few weeks, said County Attor-
ney John Bringewatt. That analysis will
determine what happened to the checks
that were already sent out and will dic-
tate how the county proceeds.

“These are tax dollars,” Bello said. “We
have a fiduciary responsibility, and I
have a responsibility, to make sure that
when something like this happens we
find out what happened ... and we hold
those accountable who did this.”

How is money spent?

In the meantime, Legislator Rachel
Barnhart on Monday requested that fed-
eral prosecutors look into why the coun-
ty chose CRC for the role of fiscal agent in
the first place.

As she notes in the letter, CRC began
operations only a few months before the
contract award in September 2022 and
hadn’t even yet received its formal state
certification as a not-for-profit. Its mis-
sion is to help connect young people with

social services.
The Legislature voted to approve that

and other federal grant contract awards
in December, but Barnhart said the
county has obscured detailed informa-
tion about how that money is being
spent.

“I believe an investigation is neces-
sary to determine if federal COVID relief
dollars are being spent appropriately in
Monroe County, and if the Bello Admini-
stration has performed due diligence in
selecting and monitoring grantees,” she
wrote. “Funds remain at risk and non-
profits that perform crucial services to
Monroe County residents are in danger
of curtailing their services and even
shutting down.”

CRC Executive Director Anthony Hall
declined to comment. He succeeded the
founding executive director, Tina Paradi-
so. She was also part of the leadership of
another organization that Barnhart iden-
tified as an unlikely grant awardee, the
Reentry Association of Western New
York.

Like CRC, the Reentry Association is a
small umbrella organization with little
reportable revenue. It received a $4.6
million federal grant through the county
in September 2022. Its president, Ann
Graham, did not respond to a request for
comment; neither did Paradiso.

Bello declined an interview request
Tuesday. A county spokesman did not
answer several emailed questions, in-
cluding a request for more information
about how CRC was chosen.

— Follow Justin Murphy on Twitter at
twitter./CitizenMurphy or contact him
at jmurphy7@gannett.com.

CRC funds
Continued from Page 1A

The WNY Missing & Unidentified
Persons Network will be hosting a
peaceful protest for Monroe County’s
missing and unidentified persons Feb.
26. The protest will run from 9-11 a.m.,

starting at the Public Safety Building
and then marching to the Mayor’s of-
fice.

If you have any information on the
disappearance of Domonique Holley-
Grisham, please email MDScott@gan-
nett.com and rlbell@gannett.com.

This story includes reporting from
Gina Barton, Madison Scott and Tami
Abdollah of USA TODAY. 

Mozell Jones-Grisham sits alone in the lobby of the Embassy Suites in
Concord, N.C., where she works and lives. Her son Domonique Holley-Grisham
disappeared from his family home in Rochester on Feb. 12, 2009.
MICHAEL HENSDILL/MICHAEL HENSDILL-USA TODAY

Missing
Continued from Page 1A


