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Say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good

No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Visa gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 

Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires

LeafGuard has been awarded the Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval for 16 

straight years.

585.420.6315
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

20% Thicker 

Aluminum
One-Piece 

System

Liquid 

Adhesion

75% Off  

Installation* 
*Does not include cost of material. 

Offer ends 1/31/2024

Receive a $25 Visa gift 

card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

1/31/2024

SCAN ME 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE

http://leafguard.localconsumer2.info

DC-38185230

NEW YORK – The scene: a crowded
shopping center in the weeks before
Christmas. Or a warehouse store. Or
maybe a packed airport terminal or a
commuter train station or another
place where large groups gather.

There are people – lots of people.
But look around, and it’s clear one
thing is largely absent these days: face
masks. 

Yes, there’s the odd one here and
there, but nothing like it was three
years ago at the dawn of the COVID
pandemic’s first winter holidays – an
American moment of contentiousness,
accusation and scorn on both sides of
the mask debate.

As 2023 draws to an end, with prom-
ises of holiday parties and crowds and
lots of inadvertent exchanges of shared
air, mask-wearing is much more off
than on around the country even as
COVID’s long tail lingers. The days of
anything approaching a widespread
mask mandate would be like the Ghost
of Christmas Past, a glimpse into what
was. 

Look at it a different way, though:
These days, mask-wearing has become
just another thing that simply happens
in America. In a country where the
mention of a mask prior to the pan-
demic usually meant Halloween or a
costume party, it’s a new way of being
that hasn’t gone away even if most peo-
ple aren’t doing it regularly. 

“That’s an interesting part of the
pandemic,” says Brooke Tully, a strate-
gist who works on how to change peo-
ple’s behaviors.

“Home delivery of food and all of 

Face masks haven’t
exited American life

Joe Holz, second from left, co-founder and general manager at Brooklyn’s Park Slope Co-Op grocery store, walks the
store’s aisles Dec. 7. A policy requires shoppers to mask up Wednesdays and Thursdays. PHOTOS BY BEBETO MATTHEWS/AP

Some of us still wear
them, especially in
certain situations
Deepti Hajela
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Park Slope Co-Op grocery store in
New York’s Brooklyn borough
requires shoppers to mask up on
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Joe
Holtz, co-founder and general
manager, complies on a Thursday
earlier this month.See FACE MASKS, Page 2A

A consortium of some local police,
businesspeople, elected officials, faith
leaders and residents are pushing state
lawmakers to revisit changes in criminal
justice laws.

The initiative from what is called the
Consortium for Safe Communities
continues the pushback since state
lawmakers changed New York’s bail
laws in 2019 with new statutes that
continue to fuel heated debate over both
their efficacy and impact. The changes
eliminated cash bail for many
lower-level offenses and non-violent
felonies.

Monroe County Sheriff Todd Baxter
has been leading the charge to encour-
age changes in the laws. He said he has
had little luck getting the ear of state 

Group seeks
reevaluation
of criminal
justice laws 
Rochester leaders press
lawmakers for review

Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See LAWS, Page 4A

Here’s some promising news for the
dawn of 2024: There are several promis-
ing new food and drink establishments
in the works in the Rochester area.

By the end of the year, we should be
enjoying new dive bars, pizza places,
fine dining restaurants and more.

Here’s a rundown, in roughly chrono-
logical order:

Restaurants,
bars coming in
2024 that we’re
excited to see
Plenty of new endeavors
on Rochester-area’s plate

Tracy Schuhmacher
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RESTAURANTS, Page 5A
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Like millions of older Americans, I struggle with mobility. For years, I 
watched my quality of life slip away, as I was forced to stay home while 
friends and family took part in activities I’d once enjoyed. I thought I’d 
made some progress when I got a mobility scooter, but then I realized 
how hard it was to transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together 
was like doing a jigsaw puzzle. Once I had it disassembled, I had to try to 
put all of the pieces in the trunk of a car, go to wherever I was going, and 
repeat the process in reverse. Travel scooters were easier to transport, 
but they were uncomfortable and scary to drive, I always felt like I was 
ready to tip over. Then I found the So LiteTM Scooter. Now there’s nothing 
that can hold me back. Years of work by innovative engineers have 
resulted in a scooter that’s designed with seniors in mind. They created 
Electronic Stability Control (ESC) that makes it virtually impossible to tip 
over. If you try to turn too quickly, the scooter automatically slows down 
to prevent it from tipping over. The battery provides powerful energy at 
a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With its rugged yet lightweight 
aluminum frame, the So LiteTM Scooter is the most portable scooter 
ever—but it can hold up to 265 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8 pounds 
without the battery! What’s more, it easily folds up for storage in a car 
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without tools and is 
safe and reliable. Best of all, it’s designed with your safety in mind, from 
the newest technology and superior craftsmanship. Why spend another 
day letting your lack of mobility ruin your quality of life? Call now and find 
out how you can get a So LiteTM Scooter of your very own.

Exclusive Electronic Stability 
Control helps prevent tipping

855-777-9552Call now Toll-Free

The So LiteTM Scooter

© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Introducing the world’s lightest 
mobility scooter with  
anti-tip technology

ALL-NEW mobility technology

The So LiteTM Scooter is easy to transport

and almost impossible to tip over.

Why a So LiteTM Scooter is better:
• Latest “No-Tip” Technology

• Lightweight yet durable

• Folds and locks in seconds

• Easier to operate

https://www.shopjourney.com/learnmore

Please mention code

when ordering.
601649

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO LIFT OVERHEAD. 
Lifting overhead poses risk of injury or death

lawmakers.
“I was getting frustrated from the

standpoint that we weren’t being
heard,” Baxter said. “The idea was let’s
see if there are other stakeholders in the
community that want to be heard.”

Get tougher on repeat criminal
offenders, group says

While crime rates are declining, the
violent crime rate in Rochester con-
tinues to outstrip that of many past
years. 

And recent rashes of car thefts and
carjackings, with teenagers sometimes
suspected to be multiple repeat offend-
ers, are often cited as proof that there
needs to be reconsideration of the bail
laws.

Too often, consortium members say,
suspected offenders face few conse-
quences and are emboldened to commit
new crimes.

“This is not an indictment against
bail reform,” said Pastor Benjamin Cox,
of the Faith Leaders Roundtable of
Rochester and a consortium member.
“We’re talking about repeat offenders. ...
It appears that those who commit these
crimes, the repeat offenders, get a pass
to do what they want to do.”

What does Rochester’s
Consortium for Safe 
Communities want to do?

In particular, the Consortium is ask-
ing lawmakers to: 

h Make changes that would allow
judges more discretion in setting bail for
individuals accused of criminal charges
multiple times. 

h Allow judges to consider whether
an individual may be “dangerous” when
setting bail. New York is now the only
state that does not do this.

h Oppose a proposed “elder parole”
law that would let the parole board con-
sider a supervised release of incarcerat-
ed people 55 years old and over who
have served at least 15 years of a sen-
tence. 

“We know we’re not being effective
with law enforcement,” Baxter said.
“We’re not doing our number one mis-
sion: Keep the vulnerable safe.”

Debate continues over 
New York bail laws

When bail laws were changed by
state lawmakers, the legislation tried to
address a long-standing disparity: Peo-
ple with means had no trouble posting
bail while those without would sit in jail
for weeks or months unable to pay even
small amounts. 

A 2018 study from the New York Civil
Liberties Union showed that Monroe
County was holding significantly more
people in jail on small bail amounts than
seven other New York counties that
were part of the study.

Among the findings: Over a five-year
span, 4,700 men and women remained
jailed in Monroe County for a week or
more because they could not amass a
bail of $500 or less for many types of of-
fenses, including both non-criminal vi-
olations and criminal charges.

Critics of the laws say the increase in
shootings and homicides in recent years
is largely due to the bail changes. Sup-
porters say the criticism is typically an-
ecdotal and not analytical, and the data
does not show a clear link.

Baxter said he and other police chiefs
and sheriffs don’t want to toss out the
foundation of the bail laws.

Instead, he said, they want the ability
to hold, at least for a short time, individ-
uals accused of multiple crimes. That
time could be used to see whether there
are underlying issues to the criminal
conduct that can be addressed, he said.

What about bias in 
charging, sentencing?

Local law enforcement sometimes
resorts to charging teens with lesser
crimes to sidestep the bail laws and al-
low them to be held for a short period in
a juvenile detention center. Some teens
have been accused of car thefts multiple
times. After a huge spike in car thefts lo-
cally, the numbers are now dropping.

“At the hospital side, we’re seeing the
human suffering because of this,
whether it’s families of someone that
was in stolen car that crashed into
something, or whether it was a pedestri-
an, an innocent bystander, who got run
over,” said Dr. Mark Gestring, chief of
Strong Memorial Hospital’s acute care
surgery division and a consortium
member.

“At the very base level the people we
elect to represent us should be able to
provide some level of safety to the peo-

ple in the areas that they represent.”
Some supporters of the changes in

the bail laws worry that a retrenchment
will hurt the poor and no one else. Mon-
roe County Public Defender Julie Cianca
said her office sees indigent defendants
who are able to maintain steady lives af-
ter released under the new statutes.

In the past, indigent defendants who
would later be acquitted at trial or have
their charges dismissed would fester in
jail for weeks beforehand, she said.

“You’re not just presumed innocent,”
she said. “You might be innocent.”

She likened the debate to arguments
over the Second Amendment after mass
shootings or other gun crimes. Sup-
porters of guns ownership rights after-
ward often don’t push for stricter gun
control measures, maintaining that the
incident was atypical, Cianca said.

“People are perfectly able to under-
stand that you don’t tar everybody with
the same brush when it’s in their inter-
est,” she said.

Cianca said she also worried about
use of a “dangerousness” factor for judi-
cial bail decisions. Judges, like many,
are susceptible to “implicit bias,” she
said, and might not recognize that they
could judge people of color more harshly
than others.

“Implicit bias” has been acknowl-
edged in many professional fields, to the
point where the local judicial district
last year created a program to alert
judges of possible instances of uncon-
scious bias in their decisions.

Getting the attention

Rochester resident Cheryl Robinson
has witnessed what she suspects are
stolen car after stolen car dash by her
home on Pershing Street and through
the neighborhood. A neighborhood
friend, after calling the police on a group
of teens who’d stolen a car, paid the
price, she said.

The teenagers circled back in the sto-
len vehicle, rammed into the rear end of
the woman’s car, then drove away. Rob-
inson said the same teens are suspected
of multiple thefts and some are often
armed. 

“They have no shame in what they
do,” she said. She is one of the Rochester
residents ready to sign onto the consor-
tium’s legislative wish list. 

Pastor Cox said he knows many resi-
dents throughout the city who feel the
same. “It seems like the perpetrators,
they have put more fear in the commu-

nity,” he said, “They don’t have any fear
because there’s no consequences.”

Local clergy “see it firsthand and we
feel it firsthand because we have to go to
a mother or to a family or a parent at the
loss of a child who has been gunned
down through violence,” Cox said.

Baxter said some lawmakers have
suggested he push for federal charges
for individuals accused multiple times
of illegal gun possession. There is an iro-
ny here, he acknowledged, because fed-
eral criminal statutes often have more
severe penalties.

Why, he asked, should New York law-
makers shy away from criminal statutes
then encourage punishment in federal
courts? “That’s counter-intuitive,” he
said.

One thing for sure is that the debate
won’t end soon and will again be part of
the legislative chatter in the coming ses-
sion. 

There have been tweaks to the laws
since 2019. The consortium, for in-
stance, supported Gov. Kathy Hochul’s
push earlier this year to remove lan-
guage requiring judges to consider the
“least restrictive” measures to ensure
defendants return to court. This was the
third change in the laws since enact-
ment. A letter from the consortium to
state lawmakers now has more than 120
signatures, including a number of clergy
representing many city churches.

“One of the things that really inter-
ested me about it was that it was made
up of people from different sides of the
aisle,” Pastor Cox said. “We can come to
the common ground of agreements that
the level of gun violence in the city, it’s
just really overwhelming.”

Laws
Continued from Page 1A

Among the findings:
Over a five-year span,
4,700 men and women
remained jailed in
Monroe County for 
a week or more
because they could
not amass a bail of
$500 or less for many
types of offenses,
including both
non-criminal violations
and criminal charges.


