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AROUND NEW YORK

The U.S. Mint began selling coins to
commemorate Harriet Tubman on
Thursday, several years after former
President Barack Obama proposed
placing the abolitionist hero on the $20
bill. 

Commemorative Tubman coins – $5
gold coins, $1 silver coins, and half-dol-
lar coins – are available for order and
will begin shipping in February. 

“Every coin produced by the United
States Mint helps to tell a story that
teaches us about America’s history or
connects us to a special memory,” Ven-
tris C. Gibson, director of the U.S. Mint,
said in a news release. “We hope this
program will honor the life and legacy
of Harriet Tubman and inspire others
to learn more about this amazing wom-
an.”

The price of each coin carries a sur-
charge: $35 for each $5 gold coin sold,
$10 for each silver dollar sold and $5 for
each half dollar sold. The surcharge,
according to the U.S. Mint, will be paid
equally to the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center and The Har-
riet Tubman Home, Inc.

The announcement comes after
Obama launched the effort to get Tub-
man on the $20 bill in 2014 after receiv-
ing a letter from a girl from Massachu-
setts saying women should appear on
currency.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks introduced
legislation to create the coins during
Black History Month in February 2020.

“Harriet Tubman was a woman of
incredible courage who remains a sym-
bol of strength and leadership in peri-
ods of overwhelming hardship. As a
crucial conductor in the Underground
Railroad, she created a beacon of hope
for slaves who fled from the undigni-
fied cruelty of human bondage,” Meeks
said at the time.

Tubman was born Araminta “Min-
ty” Ross in the early 1820s in Dorches-
ter County, Maryland. 

She was enslaved at a young age and

began working the field harvesting flax
at age 13.

She escaped when she was around
27 years old and returned to Maryland
about 13 times to rescue as many as 70
enslaved people through the Under-
ground Railroad. 

During the Civil War, Tubman also
worked for the Union Army as “a scout,
spy, guerrilla soldier, and nurse,” ac-
cording to the National Women’s His-
tory Museum, making her one of the
first Black women to serve in the mil-
itary. 

After the war, Tubman became in-
volved in the campaign for women’s
suffrage along with Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, accord-

ing to the National Parks Service.
She purchased a home in Auburn,

New York, in 1859 and established a
home for the elderly. She died there in
1913 and was buried with military hon-
ors at Fort Hill Cemetery.

Obama’s treasury secretary, Jacob
Lew, asked for public comment about
who should be added to the nation’s
currency. 

In April 2016, Obama announced
that Tubman would replace Andrew
Jackson on the $20.

For years, critics have called for
Jackson to be removed from the $20
bill because of his legacy of supporting
the institution of slavery and his role in
the Trail of Tears.

Harriet Tubman settled in Fleming, next to Auburn on South Ave. The original home was wood and was destroyed by a
fire. It was rebuilt using brick. TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE FILE
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A gold $5 coin commemorating Harriet Tubman is now available for order.
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county, connected to law enforcement
and a “Crisis Network” phone line that
serves to divert people in behavioral
health crisis to the de-escalation and
services they need.

“The goal of Project Alliance is really
to help first responders across West-
chester to be better prepared, and able
to meet the needs of the communities
we all serve,” Latimer said. “This mea-
sure, shepherded to adoption by our
own Senator Harckham, and Assembly-
man Bill Magnarelli, will serve to help us
get to people in crisis faster and more
safely.”

Gov. Kathy Hochul signed the law on
Dec. 11. It becomes effective as of June 8. 

Westchester County Executive
George Latimer and state Sen. Pete
Harckham, D-Peekskill, announced
earlier this month that county Mobile
Crisis Response Teams will be using
green lights to respond to behavioral
health emergencies starting in June. 

Harckham introduced the “Green
Light Law” in March, citing the success-

ful use of emergency green lights in oth-
er areas to help first responders de-es-
calate behavioral health crises when
they occur. 

Latimer said Harckham and his staff
drafted the legislation as a statewide bill
in the hopes of creating crisis response
teams across New York state. The bill
(S.5397/A.5604) was sponsored in the
Assembly by Transportation Commit-
tee Chair William Magnarelli, D-Syra-
cuse. 

Magnarelli said that unlike the flash-
ing red lights, which require drivers to
yield the right of way to emergency ve-
hicles displaying them, flashing green
lights request drivers to yield the right of

way so they can arrive at the scene more
quickly and safely.

“New York state is preparing to im-
plement more crisis centers with
trained mobile crisis response staff
members to respond to various mental,
emotional, physical and behavioral dis-
tress calls in order to prevent critical in-
cidents,” the Assemblyman said in a
news release. 

“Green lights are an effective tool
used by some emergency personnel to
alert drivers to pull over to allow for
emergency vehicles to pass en route to
emergency calls.”

Westchester County’s “Project Alli-
ance” deploys MCRTs throughout the

Crisis teams to use emergency green lights
Some situations may
require quicker response
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It’s been close to three years since
New York lawmakers approved the le-
galization of recreational cannabis, but
lawmakers have been pondering a way
to allow those with misdemeanor and
felony charges to get back into the work-
force in much the same way it did when
recreational cannabis was first ap-
proved.

Legislation signed into law by former
Gov. Andrew Cuomo in 2021 resulted in
thousands of criminal records being ex-
punged and the floodgates opening for
thousands more to start legally produc-
ing and selling cannabis here in New
York.

In instituting this change in state reg-
ulation, New York’s lawmakers saw an
opportunity to help those whose liveli-
hoods have been damaged through can-
nabis-related incarceration, now ex-
punged of minor cannabis-related of-
fenses.

Veterans and those incarcerated for
former crimes like low-level cannabis
possession before its legalization had
opportunities for employment or busi-
ness ventures, including early access to
licensed recreational sales through the
state Office of Cannabis Management’s
Cannabis Adult Use Recreational Dis-
pensary licensing.

Signed into law in November, the
Clean Slate Act will do much the same
for New Yorkers with eligible misde-
meanor convictions, sealing their crimi-
nal record 3 years following their release
and people with certain felony charges,
after 8 years.

People with convictions cannot reof-
fend during this time, or that period re-
starts. This new system will take effect
in November, officials said.

Many state Republicans have taken a
stance against the law, including As-
sembly Minority Leader Will Barclay,
who in a statement, called the law “ill-
conceived,” and stated that it goes too
far.

“Convictions for violent crimes and
felonies like manslaughter, burglary, at-
tempted murder and gang assault will
now be automatically sealed, without
input from prosecutors, judges or crime
victims,” Barclay said. 

“The new law effectively prevents
prospective employers, landlords,
roommates and others from accessing
criminal records and critical informa-
tion about an individual’s past. While
second chances are important, so too is
the ability to make informed decisions
based on complete information.”

Criminal records would not be ex-
punged due to the Clean Slate Act, like
in the case of the state’s cannabis legis-
lation, but instead, sealed from back-
ground checks except for crimes not
covered by the act.

The sealing of criminal records under
the Clean Slate law does not affect law
enforcement agencies, courts, district
attorney offices or employers that re-
quire a fingerprint-based background
check because they work with children,
adults who are elderly or have disabil-
ities, or otherwise vulnerable people.
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