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Keynote Spotlight: Dr. Bettina Love
Rochester Native, Dr. Bettina Love Dr. Bettina L. Love holds the prestigious William F. Russell 
Professorship at Teachers College, Columbia University, and is the acclaimed author of the 
New York Times bestseller “Punished for Dreaming: How School Reform Harms Black 
Children and How We Heal.” In 2022, the Kennedy Center recognized Dr. Love as one of the 
Next 50 Leaders dedicated to making the world more inspired, inclusive, and compassionate.

As a co-founder of the Abolitionist Teaching Network (ATN), Dr. Love actively contributes to its 
mission of nurturing and empowering teachers and parents who are committed to fighting 
injustice within their educational institutions and communities.
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Keynote Spotlight: Dr. Clint Smith
Dr. Clint Smith is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of How the Word Is Passed: A 
Reckoning With the History of Slavery Across America, winner of the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction, the Hillman Prize for Book Journalism, the Stowe 
Prize, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, and selected by the New York Times as one of the 
10 Best Books of 2021. He is also the author of two books of poetry, the New York Times 
bestselling collection Above Ground and Counting Descent, which won the 2017 Literary 
Award for Best Poetry Book from the Black Caucus of the American Library Association 
and was a finalist for an NAACP Image Award. He is a staff writer at The Atlantic and a 
former high school English Teacher.
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Keynote Spotlight: Dr. Shaun Nelms
Dr. Shaun Nelms is an author and prominent figure in the field of education and 
school transformation. He is the Vice President for Community Partnerships at 
the University of Rochester. One of his notable achievements was creating and 
implementing a school transformation model for the lowest-performing school 
in the lowest-performing district in New York State.

Additionally, Dr. Nelms is the CEO of the Nelms Consulting Group, where he 
provides expertise and guidance on creating equitable school systems and 
effective administrative leadership. 
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