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An incarcerated former gang mem-
ber and one-time FBI informant was
charged Friday with attempted murder
in the stabbing of ex-Minneapolis police
Officer Derek Chauvin at a federal pris-
on in Arizona.

John Turscak stabbed Chauvin 22
times at the Federal Correctional Insti-
tution in Tucson and said he would have
killed Chauvin had correctional officers
not responded so quickly, federal prose-
cutors said.

Turscak, serving a 30-year sentence
for crimes committed while a member of
the Mexican Mafia gang, told investiga-
tors he thought about attacking Chau-
vin for about a month because the for-
mer officer, convicted of murdering
George Floyd, is a high-profile inmate,
prosecutors said. Turscak later denied
wanting to kill Chauvin, prosecutors
said.

Turscak is accused of attacking
Chauvin with an improvised knife in the
prison’s law library around 12:30 p.m. on
Nov. 24, the day after Thanksgiving. The
Bureau of Prisons said employees
stopped the attack and performed “life-
saving measures.” Chauvin was taken to
a hospital for treatment.

Turscak told FBI agents interviewing
him after the assault that he attacked
Chauvin on Black Friday as a symbolic
connection to the Black Lives Matter
movement, which garnered widespread
support in the wake of Floyd’s death,
and the “Black Hand” symbol associat-

ed with the Mexican Mafia, prosecutors
said.

Turscak, 52, is also charged with as-
sault with intent to commit murder, as-
sault with a dangerous weapon and as-
sault resulting in serious bodily injury.
The attempted murder and assault with
intent to commit murder charges are
each punishable by up to 20 years in
prison. He is scheduled to complete his
current sentence in 2026.

A lawyer for Turscak was not listed in
court records. Turscak has represented
himself from prison in numerous court
matters. 

After the stabbing, he was moved to
an adjacent federal penitentiary in Tuc-

son, where he remained in custody on
Friday, inmate records show.

Messages seeking comment were left
with Chauvin’s lawyers.

Chauvin, 47, was sent to FCI Tucson
from a maximum-security Minnesota
state prison in August 2022 to simulta-
neously serve a 21-year federal sentence
for violating Floyd’s civil rights and a
22½-year state sentence for second-de-
gree murder.

Chauvin’s lawyer at the time, Eric
Nelson, had advocated for keeping him
out of general population and away
from other inmates, anticipating he
would be a target. In Minnesota, Chau-
vin was mainly kept in solitary confine-

ment “largely for his own protection,”
Nelson wrote in court papers last year.

Floyd, who was Black, died on May
25, 2020, after Chauvin, who is white,
pressed a knee on his neck for 9½ min-
utes on the street outside a convenience
store where Floyd was suspected of try-
ing to pass a counterfeit $20 bill.

Bystander video captured Floyd’s
fading cries of “I can’t breathe.” His
death touched off protests worldwide,
some of which turned violent, and
forced a national reckoning with police
brutality and racism.

Turscak led a faction of the Mexican
Mafia in the Los Angeles area in the late
1990s, going by the nickname “Strang-
er,” according to court records. He be-
came an FBI informant in 1997, provid-
ing information about the gang and re-
cordings of conversations he had with
other Mexican Mafia members and as-
sociates.

The investigation led to more than 40
indictments. But about midway
through, the FBI dropped Turscak as an
informant because he was still dealing
drugs, extorting money and authorizing
assaults. According to court papers,
Turscak plotted attacks on rival gang
members and was accused of attempt-
ing to kill a leader of a rival Mexican Ma-
fia faction while also being targeted
himself.

Turscak pleaded guilty in 2001 to
racketeering and conspiring to kill a
gang rival. He said he thought his coop-
eration with the FBI would have earned
a lighter sentence.

“I didn’t commit those crimes for
kicks,” Turscak said, according to news
reports about his sentencing. “I did
them because I had to if I wanted to stay
alive. I told that to the FBI agents and
they just said, ‘Do what you have to do.’ ”
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Former Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin was stabbed 22 times in the
law library at the Federal Correctional Institution in Tucson, Ariz.
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JACKSON, Miss. – Attorneys for the
victims of a racist episode of police
torture say new policies unveiled by a
Mississippi sheriff’s department this
week were introduced so the sheriff can
escape liability in a civil lawsuit and
forestall a new federal probe. 

With criminal sentencing for six for-
mer law officers scheduled for January
and a $400 million lawsuit against them
and the sheriff pending, the Rankin
County Sheriff’s Department unveiled a
new policy manual Tuesday. The poli-
cies took effect on Nov. 20, the same day
attorneys for Michael Corey Jenkins and
Eddie Terrell Parker amended their June
lawsuit.

The new complaint incorporates
findings federal prosecutors unsealed
from their criminal probe. In a news re-
lease, Sheriff Bryan Bailey outlined
some of the changes his department has
adopted, including hiring an internal af-
fairs investigator, requiring officers to
wear body cameras and adding an on-
line submission page for civilian com-
plaints. 

The policies were adopted due to the
“inappropriate conduct” of deputies,
Bailey said. Any body camera footage
would only be released with the sher-
iff’s permission.

Five former Rankin County deputies
and another officer from a nearby de-
partment admitted in August to abusing
Jenkins and Parker in what Bailey called
the worst case of police brutality he had
ever seen. Hours after the officers
pleaded guilty to a long list of charges in
federal court, Bailey promised to reform
the department. 

In an interview and in written com-
ments provided to The Associated Press
on Thursday, Malik Shabazz, the attor-
ney representing Jenkins and Parker,
said Bailey is trying to avoid a broader
federal probe.

“Why now, Sheriff Bailey? Is it be-
cause the Sheriff’s Department has
been exposed as a bastion of depravi-
ty?” Shabazz said. 

Jason Dare, an attorney representing
the Rankin County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, did not respond to a request for
comment Friday.

Shabazz said the department’s hiring
an outside investigator to oversee com-
pliance with procedures shows that be-
fore Jenkins’ torture, the agency “did
not have even a quasi-independent
overseer to investigate excessive force

claims,” Shabazz said. 
In March, an AP investigation linked

some of the deputies to at least four vio-
lent encounters with Black men since
2019 that left two dead and another with
lasting injuries. For months, Bailey said
little about the episode. That changed
after the Justice Department unsealed
its charges against the former officers. 

The federal probe revealed that six
former law officers, some of whom
called themselves the “Goon Squad,”
burst into a house without a warrant af-
ter someone phoned one of the deputies
and complained that two Black men
were staying with a white woman. 

Once inside, the officers handcuffed
and assaulted Jenkins and Parker with
stun guns, a sex toy and other objects.
The officers also used racial slurs over a
90-minute period that ended with one
of them shooting Jenkins in the mouth
during a “mock execution.” Then, the of-
ficers devised a cover-up that included
planting drugs and a gun, leading to
false charges that stood against the vic-
tims for months.

The former officers agreed to sen-
tences recommended by prosecutors
ranging from five to 30 years, although
the judge isn’t bound by that. They are
scheduled to be sentenced in January. 

Dare has argued Bailey should be dis-
missed from the lawsuit because the
sheriff is entitled to “qualified immuni-
ty,” a legal concept that often shields po-
lice officers from civil penalties for al-
leged abuses. 

Jenkins and Parker’s legal team have
requested a jury trial in the civil lawsuit
and a broader federal inquiry into the
department’s conduct. 

“What happened in January with Mr.
Jenkins and Mr. Parker was not an iso-
lated incident, it was merely the cre-
scendo of the violent culture that the
man at the helm, at minimum, allowed
to exist,” Shabazz said.

Michael Goldberg is a corps member
for the Associated Press/Report for
America Statehouse News Initiative. 
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Five former Rankin County deputies
and another officer from a nearby
department admitted in August to
abusing Eddie Terrell Parker, right, and
Michael Corey Jenkins, center.
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A federal appeals court has paused
enforcement of a federal government
regulation that allows abortion provid-
ers to receive federal family planning
money – but only in Ohio, where state
health officials said the policy took
money away from them.

Since 1981, federal policy has
changed several times regarding
whether programs receiving family
planning funds can provide abortions
or refer patients to such services. Soon
after President Joe Biden took office in
2021, the administration made rules to
allow groups with abortion services to
receive the funding again.

A dozen states with Republican at-
torneys general challenged the rule.

A U.S. District Court judge ruled last
year that the Biden administration’s
version of the rules could remain in ef-
fect while the challenge moves
through the court system.

A majority of the three-judge panel
from the Cincinnati-based 6th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals overruled that
in a decision Thursday – but only as it
applies to how the federal government
distributes the grants in Ohio. In addi-
tion to allowing funding for entities
that also provide abortions every-
where but Ohio, the court also left in
place nationally another element that
GOP attorneys general challenged: A
requirement that grantees provide re-
ferrals to abortion providers if request-
ed.

The majority judges – Joan Larsen
and Amul Thapar, both nominated by
Republican former President Donald
Trump – said that Ohio was the only
state that demonstrated it had suf-
fered irreparable harm from the policy.

The state health department said it
was receiving 20% less in federal fam-
ily planning funding under the current
policy that it did under the regulation
that was in place previously.

The judges said that’s because
when referrals were banned, Planned
Parenthood of Greater Ohio did not ap-
ply for funding. When the referrals
were again allowed, the group, which
also provides abortions, returned. And
when that happened, the award to the
state’s health department decreased
by $1.8 million.

Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost
said the result could be that the state’s
Planned Parenthood affiliate might
need to make changes or risk losing
funding.

A third judge, Karen Nelson Moore,
who was nominated by former Demo-
cratic President Bill Clinton, dissent-
ed, saying her colleagues misunder-
stand the regulations.

The bigger case remains in the court
system.

The abortion landscape has
changed drastically since the lawsuit
was initially filed. Last year, the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned its land-
mark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that
established a nationwide right to abor-
tion.

Since then, most Republican-con-
trolled states, including most of those
challenging the Biden administration
policy, have enacted bans or strict lim-
its.

Ohio adopted a ban on abortion af-
ter cardiac activity can be detected,
about six weeks into pregnancy, which
is often before people know they’re
pregnant. But a court blocked enforce-
ment, and voters last month adopted
an amendment to the state constitu-
tion enshrining the right to abortion.

Ohio voters last month adopted an amendment to the state constitution
enshrining the right to abortion. CAROLYN KASTER/AP FILE
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