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Republican lawmakers asked three
college presidents to testify at a con-
gressional hearing next week about how
they’ve handled a rise in antisemitic in-
cidents on their campuses since the Is-
rael-Hamas war began Oct. 7.

The presidents of Harvard, the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology agreed
to testify on Tuesday before the House
Committee on Education and the Work-
force, the committee said. The universi-
ties have faced public backlash, student
demonstrations and alumni revolts
since the war began.

The college presidents’ testimony in
Washington, D.C., could lead to blow-
back on their campuses, because the
stated focus of the hearing does not in-
clude a discussion of the Islamophobia
that is also roiling colleges.

Faculty and administrators have ex-
pressed a broad spectrum of opinions
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at
these high-profile campuses, and stu-
dents and alumni have challenged the
administrators’ response to protests
and their approaches to student safety.

Nick Barley, spokesperson for the
House committee, said the presidents
were invited, not subpoenaed. Their
willingness to face tough questions from
the GOP-led committee, whose conser-
vative members tend to be critical of in-
stitutions of higher education, comes
amid pressure on college leaders to ad-
dress an escalating climate of discrimi-
nation on campuses, particularly at ur-
ban and more selective schools where
protests and hate crimes have been

more pervasive, according to active
Education Department investigations.

Complaints related to antisemitism,
Islamophobia or anti-Arab sentiment
are being investigated at New York City
schools; Clark County, Nevada, public
schools; and Hillsborough County, Flori-
da, public schools, as well as Harvard,
Columbia, Cornell, the University of
Tampa and others.

Incidents of anti-Muslim harass-
ment are also on the rise, an issue that
has become a top concern among many
Democrats. 

In an attack that is being investigated
as a possible hate crime, three college
students of Palestinian descent were
shot Saturday night in Burlington, Ver-
mont, while they were speaking Arabic.
One of the victims, a student at Brown
University in Rhode Island, suffered a
gunshot wound to the spine and is fac-
ing a long recovery, his uncle said Mon-
day.

Education Secretary Miguel Cardona
said in November that the Education
Department received more complaints
related to antisemitic and anti-Muslim
harassment in the first month of the war
than in all of last year. The department
has opened a number of investigations
into such incidents, including one at the
University of Pennsylvania prompted
by a complaint from the Brandeis Cen-
ter, a Jewish civil rights group, which ac-

seen countless examples of antisemitic
demonstrations on college campuses,”
Rep. Virginia Foxx, the North Carolina
Republican who chairs the committee,
said in a statement Tuesday. “Mean-
while, college administrators have
largely stood by, allowing horrific rheto-
ric to fester and grow.”

She said the hearing is meant to
shine a “spotlight” on campus leaders
and demand they “take the appropriate
action to stand strong against antisem-
itism.”

In a hearing before the committee
last month, Rep. Bobby Scott of Virginia,
the ranking Democrat, lauded the Biden
administration’s efforts to protect col-
lege students from all forms of discrimi-
nation.

“While the Biden administration has
taken an active role in helping institu-
tions protect students, regrettably,
many of my colleagues have spent this
Congress fueling divisive and baseless
culture wars,” he said.

Harvard spokesperson Jason New-
ton said in an email that President Clau-
dine Gay “looks forward to sharing up-
dates and information on the univer-
sity’s work to support the Harvard com-
munity and combat antisemitism.” He
declined to comment further.

Steve Silverman, a spokesperson for
the University of Pennsylvania, said in
an email that President Liz Magill also
was looking forward to the hearing and
she “understands the critical impor-
tance of fighting antisemitism and other
forms of hate on Penn’s campus.”

Kimberly Allen, a spokesperson for
MIT, said in an email that President Sal-
ly Kornbluth “welcomes the opportuni-
ty” to engage with the committee.

cuses administrators of allowing the
campus to become a “magnet for anti-
Semites.”

The hearing next week hints at a re-
newed focus by Republican leaders on
certain aspects of the war. As many
Democrats and younger voters find
themselves upset with conservatives
for failing to speak out about Palestin-
ians’ rights, GOP lawmakers are ex-
pressing frustration that in their view
some colleges have allowed antisemi-
tism to flourish.

In the early days of the conflict, there
was a perception among some alumni,
faculty and students at a number of se-
lective American colleges – especially
the three involved in next Tuesday’s
hearing – that administrators were slow
to condemn Hamas’ attack on Israeli ci-
vilians Oct. 7. As campus protests esca-
lated and allegations of discrimination
grabbed headlines, that perception only
worsened, causing some donors to cut
off financial support.

The schools now face questions
about the importance of free speech on
campus and how it measures up against
the importance of safety and the col-
leges’ own bottom lines.

The Republican House committee ex-
plicitly seeks to highlight how that inner
turmoil from college administrators
looks from the outside.

“Over the past several weeks, we’ve

Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY

House to hear antisemitism testimony from college presidents

The Education Department has said it has received dozens

of complaints related to antisemitism, Islamophobia or

anti-Arab sentiment since the start of the Israel-Hamas war. 

The truce in the Israeli-Hamas war in
Gaza stretched into a seventh day
Thursday after an eleventh-hour deal
between Hamas and Israel that means
more militant-held hostages and Israe-
li-held prisoners were to be released
Thursday.

“Hamas declares that the humanitar-
ian cease-fire has been extended for one
day only, today, Thursday,” the militant
group’s political wing announced in a
brief statement on Telegram.

Wednesday’s hostage release in-
volved 10 Israeli citizens, including dual
Israeli-American citizen Liat Beinin At-
zili, a 49-year-old teacher and mother of
three. Also among the freed hostages
Wednesday were two Russians – dual
nationals who are mother and daughter,
according to the Times of Israel – and
four Thai citizens.

Israeli officials say Gaza militants
still hold around 30 women and chil-
dren, who would all be freed in a few
days if the truce is extended and the rate
of 10 releases per day continued.

But extensions of the cease-fire were
becoming more difficult to broker, and
both sides appeared poised to take up
the fight. Before the deal for one more
day of calm was struck, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu posted a
statement on social media saying, “In
the last few days I hear a question – will
Israel return to fighting after this phase
of returning our abductees is exhaust-
ed?’ So my answer is unequivocal – yes.
There is no way we are not going back to
fighting until the end.’’

The military wing of Hamas, the Al-
Qassam Brigades, similarly warned its
“active forces to remain on high combat
readiness in the last hours of the lull in
anticipation of renewed fighting.”

The West Bank-based media outlet
Al-Ayyam reported that Israeli gunboats
bombed large areas near the southern
Gaza city of Khan Yunis in violation of
the truce. It said tanks also targeted dis-
placed Palestinians in northern Gaza,
wounding at least two people.

Palestinian health officials said Is-
raeli troops killed two Palestinian boys
– ages 8 and 15 – during a raid in the
West Bank city of Jenin. That increases
to 234 the number of Palestinians killed
by Israeli forces or settlers in the West
Bank since the war began, including 63
children, the U.N. said.

Blinken meets with Netanyahu

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blin-
ken was in Jerusalem on Thursday for
meetings with Netanyahu and the Israe-
li War Cabinet, reaffirming U.S. support
for Israel’s right to protect itself “in com-
pliance with international humanitar-
ian law” and urging Israel to avoid harm

to civilians.
The Biden administration has been

steadfast in its support of Israel’s mil-
itary offensive into the Gaza Strip
prompted by the stunning militant at-
tack into Israel on Oct. 7. But Israel and
the U.S. have faced increasing global
criticism as the Palestinian death toll
mounts, and the U.S. has been a leader
in talks that forged a weeklong truce
and release of scores of Israeli hostages
and Palestinian prisoners.

Blinken and Netanyahu discussed ef-
forts to secure the release of all remain-
ing hostages and the need to accelerate
delivery of desperately needed humani-

tarian assistance to Gaza, the State De-
partment said in a statement.

“The secretary stressed the impera-
tive of accounting for humanitarian and
civilian protection needs in southern
Gaza before any military operations
there,” the statement said. It said Blin-
ken also urged “immediate steps” to
hold extremist Israeli settlers account-
able for violence against Palestinians in
the West Bank.

Netanyahu made it clear that the
temporary truce does not mean long-
term peace is near. He noted that the
meeting with Blinken took place hours
after militants killed three people in a
shooting rampage in Jerusalem.

“It is the same Hamas that perpetrat-
ed the terrible massacre on October 7th,
and the same Hamas that is trying to
murder us everywhere,” Netanyahu said
on social media. “I told (Blinken) we
have sworn, I have sworn, to eliminate
Hamas. Nothing will stop us.”

Israel: More than 2,000 soldiers
hurt

More than 2,000 soldiers have been
wounded since the war began, the Is-
raeli military announced. It was the first
time the military has provided statistics
on the wounded. The announcement
coincided with the annual National Day
of Appreciation for Israel’s Wounded
Soldiers and Victims of Terror. About 80
soldiers have been killed in the fighting.

Israeli authorities say the militants
who crashed across the border Oct. 7
killed 1,200 people and took about 240
back to Gaza as hostages. The Gaza
Health Ministry says more than 13,000
Palestinians have been killed since then

as Israel presses its military mission to
crush Hamas.

Northern Gaza, which hardly benefit-
ed from the influx of humanitarian aid
trucks into the strip as it was battered by
the Israeli air and ground campaign be-
fore the truce, received 21 such trucks
Wednesday, the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent said.

Freed hostage’s husband still held

Beinin Atzili, who teaches high
school and serves as a youth guide at the
Holocaust Museum Yad Vashem in Je-
rusalem, on Wednesday became only
the second American hostage to be re-
leased during the truce. She and her
husband, Aviv Atzili, were kidnapped
from Kibbutz Nir Oz in the Hamas ram-
page.

Israel says around 125 men are still
held hostage, including several dozen
soldiers. U.S. authorities believe seven
or eight Americans remain captive.

“We remain determined to secure the
release of every person taken hostage
by Hamas during its brutal terrorist as-
sault on Israel on Oct.  7, including Liat’s
husband, Aviv,” Biden said in a state-
ment.

Beinin Atzili was born in Israel and
“likes to travel to wild places with her
family, and experience the nature and
the wildlife,” according the to the Bring-
ThemHomeNow family group.

At a stop in Pueblo, Colorado, Biden
said he spoke with her parents. “They’re
very appreciative and things are moving
well,” he said. “She’ll soon be home with
her three children.”

Contributing: Kim Hjelmgaard, USA
TODAY; The Associated Press

Both sides agree to
release more captives

John Bacon
USA TODAY

Hamas-Israel truce extended ‘1 day only’

Palestinians on Thursday visit their houses destroyed in the Israeli bombings in Al-Zahra, on the outskirts of Gaza City,
Gaza Strip. The cease-fire between Israel and Hamas has been extended for another day. ADEL HANA/AP

In a meeting Thursday in Jerusalem,
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
left, met with Israeli opposition leader
Yair Lapid and other members of the
Israeli War Cabinet, reaffirming U.S.
support for Israel’s right to protect
itself “in compliance with international
humanitarian law” and urging Israel to
avoid harm to civilians. SAUL LOEB/AP


