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MARKET PERFORMANCE BY SECTOR
Sector Close  Chg. 4wk 1 YTD 1

COMMODITIES
Commodities Close             Prev.       Chg.       % Chg.     % YTD

TOP 10 EXCHANGE TRADED FUNDS
ETF, ranked by volume    Ticker         Close          Chg.       % Chg        %YTD

FOREIGN CURRENCIES
Currency per dollar       Close                  Prev.             6 mo. ago          Yr. ago

FOREIGN MARKETS
Country                       Close                   Prev.               Change      %Chg.     %YTD

Technology 193.07 +0.23 +4.3% +55.2%

Consumer discret. 179.92 -0.94 +6.6% +39.3%

Telecom 74.88 +0.22 +3.3% +37.5%

Industrials 114.13 +0.03 +6.6% +16.2%

Materials 85.88 -0.33 +4.2% +10.6%

Financials 37.72 +0.11 +5.1% +10.3%

Health care 136.24 +0.35 +3.8% +0.3%

Consumer staples 71.88 +0.03 +1.7% -3.6%

Energy 84.03 -1.30 -0.7% -3.9%

Utilities 63.41 +0.45 +1.0% -10.1%

SPDR S&P500 ETF Tr SPY 476.69 +0.18 ...% +24.6%
ProShs UltPro ShtQQQ SQQQ 13.27 +0.05 +0.4% -75.4%
iShs China Large Cap FXI 23.88 +0.63 +2.7% -15.6%
ProShs UltraPro QQQ TQQQ 51.41 -0.13 -0.3% +197.2%
Direx SOX Bear 3X SOXS 5.66 +0.01 +0.2% -85.7%
iShs Emerg Mkts EEM 40.23 +0.31 +0.8% +6.1%
iShares 20+yr TrsBd TLT 99.78 -0.73 -0.7% +0.2%
Direx SOX Bull 3X SOXL 32.22 -0.13 -0.4% +233.2%
iShares Rus 2000 IWM 204.04 -0.78 -0.4% +17.0%
VanE Vect Gld Miners GDX 31.17 -0.81 -2.5% +8.8%

Cattle (lb.) 1.71 1.71 unch. +0.3% +10.6%
Corn (bushel) 4.74 4.76 -0.02 -0.5% -30.1%
Gold (troy oz.) 2,073.90 2,083.40 -9.50 -0.5% +14.0%
Hogs, lean (lb.) .68 .70 -0.02 -2.0% -22.0%
Natural Gas (Btu.) 2.56 2.62 -0.06 +4.6% -42.9%
Oil, heating (gal.) 2.56 2.62 -0.06 -2.6% -24.0%
Oil, lt. swt. crude (bar.) 71.77 74.11 -2.34 -3.2% -10.6%
Silver (troy oz.) 24.13 24.40 -0.27 -1.1% +1.1%
Soybeans (bushel) 13.05 13.17 -0.12 -0.9% -14.1%
Wheat (bushel) 6.32 6.23 +0.09 +1.4% -20.3%

British pound .7857 .7816 .7906 .8315

Canadian dollar 1.3231 1.3213 1.3252 1.3595

Chinese yuan 7.0675 7.1410 7.2445 6.9787

Euro .9038 .9008 .9156 .9419

Japanese yen 141.47 141.90 144.32 134.38

Mexican peso 16.9438 16.9198 17.0641 19.4188

Frankfurt 16,710.83 16,742.07 -31.24 -0.2% +20.0%
Hong Kong 17,043.53 16,624.84 +418.69 +2.5% -13.8%
Japan (Nikkei) 33,539.62 33,681.24 -141.62 -0.4% +28.5%
London 7,722.74 7,724.95 -2.21 -0.0% +3.6%
Mexico City 57,464.43 57,554.47 -90.05 -0.2% +18.6%

DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGE

SOURCE Morningstar, Dow Jones Indexes, The Associated Press

S&P 500’S BIGGEST GAINERS
Company (ticker)                                   Price           $ Chg .     % Chg.         YTD 
Match Group Inc (MTCH) 36.73 +.92 +2.6 -11.5
Adv Micro Dev (AMD) 148.76 +2.69 +1.8 +129.7
Mid Amer Apartments (MAA) 136.55 +2.24 +1.7 -13.0
Boston Prop (BXP) 71.95 +1.20 +1.7 +6.5
Nike Inc B (NKE) 108.82 +1.69 +1.6 -7.0

S&P 500’S BIGGEST LOSERS
Company (ticker)                                   Price           $ Chg .     % Chg.         YTD 
Tesla Inc (TSLA) 253.18 -8.26 -3.2 +105.5
Hess Corp (HES) 144.74 -3.84 -2.6 +2.1
EOG Resources (EOG) 121.33 -2.94 -2.4 -6.3
Marathon Petroleum (MPC) 146.88 -3.00 -2.0 +26.2
Moderna Inc (MRNA) 98.79 -1.94 -1.9 -45.0

MARKET NOTEBOOK
Issues                                                              NYSE                                         NASDAQ
Advancing 1,119
Declining 1,210
Unchanged 75
Total 2,404

 1,641
 1,840
 256
 3,737

Issues at

New 52 Week High 112
New 52 Week Low 4

 190
 45

Share Volume

Advancing 1,287,494,770
Declining 1,151,635,281
Unchanged 68,022,869

 2,958,092,347
 1,748,142,213
 66,367,948

Total 2,507,152,920  4,772,602,508

+53.58
Closing: 37,710.10
Change: +.1%
YTD % Chg: +13.8%

S&P 500 • STANDARD & POOR’S

+1.77
Closing: 4,783.35
Change: +.0%
YTD % Chg: +24.6%

NASDAQ COMPOSITE

-4.04
Closing: 15,095.14
Change: -.0%
YTD % Chg: +44.2%

RUSSELL 2000

-7.87
Closing: 2,058.34
Change: -.4%
YTD % Chg: +16.9%W W X X

The Biden administration is handing
Louisiana regulators new power to at-
tract and approve carbon capture pro-
jects at a time when the state’s influen-
tial energy sector wants to make the
Gulf Coast a hub for the rapidly expand-
ing industry.

Louisiana will be able to issue per-
mits for wells that store carbon dioxide,
a critical component of carbon capture
and removal technology. In all but two
other states, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency is responsible for permit-
ting. Proponents of the change say it will
speed up approvals of new projects that
are critical for reducing climate-warm-
ing greenhouse gas emissions.

Environmental groups had opposed
the move, doubting that a state home to
a concentrated stretch of oil, gas and
petrochemical plants commonly called
“cancer alley” is capable of proper in-
dustry oversight and protecting resi-
dents. 

The EPA said the Louisiana agree-
ment includes safeguards to protect
poorer, often majority-Black communi-
ties that live near those facilities – and
that those standards will serve as a
model for other states.

“It can be done in a way that builds in
environmental justice principles that
allow for the community to participate
in the process and ensures that these
communities are safe,” EPA Administra-
tor Michael Regan said Thursday.

The Louisiana Department of Natu-
ral Resources declined to comment late
Thursday.

The Biden administration has said
enhancing environmental justice is a
priority and that it would focus its en-
forcement power on communities al-
ready burdened by too much pollution.
The EPA said it secured commitments
from Louisiana to have a robust public
participation process and to consider
how new wells might harm communi-
ties near polluting sites and possibly re-
duce harm.

Carbon capture technology is aimed
at reducing emissions from industrial
sources like ethanol plants and coal-
fired power plants. The captured carbon
can be transported for injection in wells
deep underground. It is these wells that
Louisiana will now have the power to
approve.

The Biden administration has in-
creased tax breaks for developers of car-
bon capture projects and provided large
grants, including for an ambitious plan
in Louisiana to remove carbon directly
from the air. Developers have respon-
ded, flooding the EPA with permit appli-
cations for new wells, but only a handful
of carbon capture projects are currently
operating and few wells have been ap-
proved so far.

In Louisiana, developers have pro-
posed roughly 30 carbon capture pro-
jects, among the most of any state, ac-
cording to a tracker maintained by the
climate-focused group Clean Air Task
Force.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards and
other political leaders argued that the
state’s robust petrochemical industry
along the Mississippi River, geology
that’s well suited for carbon storage and

plenty of existing infrastructure make it
the perfect place for carbon capture de-
velopment.

Environmental groups are doubtful
the state will properly regulate carbon
capture wells. Along with climate activ-
ists and some scientists, they also ques-
tion the potential of carbon capture,
with some arguing that it’s an excuse to
delay or prevent the rapid phase-out of
oil, gas and coal that is needed to halt
climate change.

They point to statements like those
made by Republican Louisiana Sen. Bill
Cassidy, who advocated for EPA to grant
permitting authority to Louisiana. Cas-
sidy argued that producing oil and gas is
vital for the state’s economy and that
“many of these energy producers want
to invest in carbon capture and seques-
tration so they can keep operating in
Louisiana long into the future.”

Opponents argue that prolonging the
life of a polluting industry will harm
people who live nearby, which are too
often poorer, minority residents.

The EPA invited public comment on
the state’s request in April, when it pro-
posed approval. Among those objecting
was the environmental group Earthjus-

tice, which said the state is “notorious
for weak monitoring and enforcement”
and that it hasn’t shown it will ade-
quately protect drinking water.

Clara Potter, an attorney with the Tu-
lane Environmental Law Clinic who rep-
resented the Sierra Club and another
preservation group in opposing the
EPA’s move, said she was disappointed
with the EPA’s decision. She said carbon
capture projects in Louisiana have
served “as an excuse for permitting new
and expanded polluting operations.”

That increased air pollution “will be
born most heavily by Black and Brown
communities who already face dispro-
portionate environmental risks,” she
said in a statement.

The Biden administration has fo-
cused attention on Louisiana and its
pollution. Regan has visited the state,
promising to do better by communities
there. Last year, the EPA accepted com-
plaints from activist groups in Louisi-
ana that asked the agency to investigate
the state’s regulation of air emissions.
The agency initially said there was evi-
dence of racial discrimination, but
dropped the investigation before releas-
ing a final report.

Regan says the agency followed its
legal obligation to approve the state’s
application to administer its own per-
mitting program because it meets the
Safe Drinking Water Act’s require-
ments. The state standards must be at
least as strict as federal rules.

“We’re building in monitoring and
oversight measures to ensure that the
state – regardless of who is in the gover-
nor’s office – complies” with the law, Re-
gan said.

North Dakota and Wyoming are the
other two states with permitting au-
thority. North Dakota, the first state to
be granted authority, issued its fourth
well permit in May and an ethanol pro-
ducer is currently capturing and storing
carbon there.

Texas, Arizona and West Virginia
also want to run their own permitting
program.

The Associated Press receives sup-
port from the Walton Family Founda-
tion for coverage of water and environ-
mental policy. The AP is solely respon-
sible for all content. 

La. gets new power on carbon capture
State will now be able to
issue permits for projects

Michael Phillis
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Louisiana will be able to issue permits for wells that store carbon dioxide, a
critical component of carbon capture and removal technology.
JOHN MINCHILLO/AP FILE

KINSHASA, Congo – As Congo copes
with its biggest outbreak of mpox, sci-
entists warn discrimination against gay
and bisexual men on the continent
could make it worse. 

In November, the World Health Or-
ganization reported that mpox, also
known as monkeypox, was being spread
via sex in Congo for the first time. That is
a significant departure from previous
flare-ups, where the virus mainly sick-
ened people in contact with diseased
animals.

Mpox has been in parts of central and
west Africa for decades, but it was not
until 2022 that it was documented to
spread via sex; most of the 91,000 peo-
ple infected in approximately 100 coun-
tries that year were gay or bisexual men.

In Africa, unwillingness to report
symptoms could drive the outbreak un-
derground, said Dimie Ogoina, an infec-
tious diseases specialist at the Niger
Delta University in Nigeria. 

“It could be that because homosex-
uality is prohibited by law in most parts
of Africa, many people do not come for-
ward if they think they have been infect-
ed with mpox,” Ogoina said.

WHO officials said they identified the
first sexually transmitted cases of the
more severe type of mpox in Congo last
spring, shortly after a resident of Bel-

gium who “identified himself as a man
who has sexual relations with other
men” arrived in Kinshasa, the Congolese
capital. The U.N. health agency said five
other people who had sexual contact
with the man later became infected with
mpox.

“We have been underestimating the
potential of sexual transmission of
mpox in Africa for years,” said Ogoina,
who with his colleagues, first reported
in 2019 that mpox might be spreading
via sex.

Gaps in monitoring make it a chal-
lenge to estimate how many mpox cases
are linked to sex, he said. Still, most
cases of mpox in Nigeria involve people
with no known contact with animals, he
noted.

In Congo, there have been about

13,350 suspected cases of mpox, includ-
ing 607 deaths through the end of No-
vember with only about 10% of cases
confirmed by laboratories. But how
many infections were spread through
sex isn’t clear. WHO said about 70% of
cases are in children under 15. 

During a recent trip to Congo to as-
sess the outbreak, WHO officials found
there was “no awareness” among health
workers that mpox could be spread sex-
ually, resulting in missed cases. 

WHO said authorities had confirmed
sexual transmission of mpox “between
male partners and simultaneously
through heterosexual transmission” in
different parts of the country.

Mpox typically causes symptoms in-
cluding a fever, skin rash, lesions and
muscle soreness for up to one month. It
is spread via close contact and most
people recover without needing medical
treatment.

During the 2022 major international
outbreak, mass vaccination programs
were undertaken in some countries, in-
cluding the U.S., and targeted those at
highest risk – gay and bisexual men. But
experts say that’s not likely to work in
Africa for several reasons, including the
stigma against gay communities.

“I don’t think we’ll see the same
clamoring for vaccines in Africa that we
saw in the West last year,” said Dr. Bogh-
uma Titanji, an assistant professor of
medicine in infectious diseases at Emo-

ry University School of Medicine in At-
lanta.

She said that the gay and bisexual
men most at risk of mpox might be fear-
ful of coming forward in a broad immu-
nization program. Countries should
work on ways to give the shots –if avail-
able – in a way that wouldn’t stigmatize
them, she said. 

Dr. Jean-Jacques Muyemba, general
director of Congo’s National Institute of
Biomedical Research, said two prov-
inces in Congo had reported clusters of
mpox spread through sex, a concerning
development.

There’s no licensed vaccine in Congo,
and it would be hard to get enough shots
for any large-scale program, Muyemba
said. The country is trying to get a Japa-
nese mpox vaccine, but regulatory is-
sues are complicating the situation, he
said. Globally, only one vaccine has
been authorized against mpox, made by
Denmark’s Bavarian Nordic. Supplies
are very limited and even if they were
available, they would have to be ap-
proved by the African countries using
them or by WHO. To date, the vaccine
has only been available in Congo
through research.

The Associated Press Health and Sci-
ence Department receives support from
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s
Science and Educational Media Group.
The AP is solely responsible for all con-
tent.

Scientists: Stigma could worsen Congo mpox outbreak
Jean-Yves Kamale and Maria Cheng
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The hands of an mpox patient are seen
in Congo in 1997. Mpox has been in
parts of central and west Africa for
decades. CDC VIA AP FILE


