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Greece 
in Stoneridge Plaza • 663-9190

Locations and printable coupons 
available at 

andyscandies.com

Webster 
in Baytown Plaza • 671-3440

Victor 
in Eastview Mall • 223-5712

Penfield
in Panorama Plaza • 586-9270

Famous Homemade Candy

Make your Holidays
Sweet!

$100 OFF
Your next purchase of $5.00 or more

Expires 12/24/23

Your next purchase of $30.00 or more
Expires 12/24/23

$500 OFF

Wholesale Retail

Assorted Clusters • Novelty Candy 
Chocolate Christmas Molds • Gift Baskets 

Box Candy • Sponge Candy
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A Marine, Robert Hurysz survived
two tours in Vietnam, only to be gunned
down while frequenting his favorite
Rochester watering hole.

Hurysz was 36 when he was fatally
shot during a robbery of September
1984, at Rico’s Restaurant, a bar on Lex-
ington Avenue on the city’s west side.
On Tuesday, Michael Rhynes, one of the
men convicted of murder in the robbery,
was released from prison after two men
admitted they’d lied
when they testified at his
trial that he’d admitted to
the crimes.

Hurysz’ sister, Ber-
nice, learned of Rhynes’
freedom late Tuesday af-
ter a friend who’d seen a
television news segment
called her.

“I’m very upset,” she said in a tele-
phone interview. “I didn’t realize any of
this was happening.”

Robert was three years older than
Bernice. A younger brother, Michael
Bergen, is also deceased.

A certain maturity

Robert had a certain maturity that
endeared him to older people, people
like Enrico “Rico” Ferrari, the owner of
Rico’s. Ferrari was also murdered in the
robbery attempt. He was 67. According
to Bernice, Robert went to his aid during
the robbery and was shot.

“I’m not painting a halo around him
but elderly people really liked him,” Ber-
nice said of Robert.

WRONGFUL CONVICTION

Sister of
slain man
calls him
‘the hub’ 
of family
‘I need answers,’ she says
of 1984 double homicide

Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Hurysz

Coming Sunday
Through 37 years wrongfully behind
bars, Michael Rhynes never let prison
break him. In fact, he remade his life.

See SISTER, Page 4A

New York will study the generational
impacts of slavery through a new state
commission to consider reparations for
Black residents.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Tuesday ap-
proved the study of slavery’s legacy. The
commission will possibly make recom-
mendations for monetary compensa-

tion or other reparations for New York’s
Black residents under the effort. The
Democrat-controlled state Legislature
approved the measure in June.

New York became the second state to
consider reparations, following a simi-
lar path to California, where a commis-
sion recommended a range of policies to
offset the impact of slavery and racism.
The cost of reparations in California
have been estimated at more than $800
billion, though the amount would be de-

termined by lawmakers through poten-
tial legislation.

In New York, the commission will be
tasked with examining the legacy of
slavery, subsequent discrimination
against people of African descent and
the impact these forces continue to have
in the present day, Hochul said in a
statement.

During a media briefing, Hochul tout-
ed New York’s pivotal role in combating
slavery and racism through wars and

the Civil Rights movement, but she also
acknowledged how the state benefited
from the forced labor of those stolen
away from Africa.

“What is hard to embrace is that our
state actually flourished from that slav-
ery,” she said, noting its residents have a
“moral obligation to reckon with all
parts of our shared history as New York-
ers.”

NY state panel will study legacy of slavery, possible reparations
David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SLAVERY, Page 3A

Handcuffed and dazed, she strug-
gles to exit the trunk of the Jeep. She’s
barefoot and limping. She’s bleeding
near her temple. Her ankle is cut. 

Her gray sweatpants are bloodied.
At gunpoint, she is dragged by her long
brown hair into the vehicle. A crowd
looks on. The car speeds off.

That is the last time, captured in a
video taken on Oct. 7, that Naama
Levy, 19, was seen alive. She is among
17 female hostages ages 18 to 26 still
held by Hamas somewhere in Gaza. 

Their families fear the worst.
“Time is running out for Naama.

Time is running out for the vulnerable

young women being held hostage at
the hands of those who torture and
abuse them,” said Levy’s mother, Aye-
let Levy Shachar.

Two Israeli doctors treating released
hostages and an Israeli military official
familiar with the matter confirmed to
USA TODAY that some released hos-
tages revealed they suffered sexual vi-
olence in captivity.

All three spoke on the condition of
anonymity. 

One of the doctors assessed that
“many” of the released Israeli female
hostages ages 12 to 48 − there are about
30 of them − were sexually assaulted
while held by Hamas in Gaza. 

“Time is running out for the vulnerable young women being held

hostage at the hands of those who torture and abuse them.”
Ayelet Levy Shachar 
Mother of hostage Naama Levy

Palestinians inspect a house after it was hit by an Israeli bombardment on Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, on Thursday.
FATIMA SHBAIR/AP

Freed female hostages
describe sexual abuse
Doctors say it will take time for victims’ stories to emerge
Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

Naama Levy is among 17 female
hostages ages 18 to 26 still held by
Hamas somewhere in Gaza.
PROVIDED BY FAMILY See HOSTAGES, Page 9A
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“I haven’t been this excited since I got my 

first bicycle!”

My Zoomer is a delight to ride! It has increased 

my mobility in my apartment, my opportunities to 

enjoy the-out-of-doors, and enabled me to visit 

the homes of my children for longer periods of 

time. The various speeds of it match my need for 

safety, it is easy to turn, and  am most pleased 

with the freedom of movement it gives me.

Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA

The Zoomer Chair is a personal electric vehicle and not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended for medical 

purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.   

© 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

Please mention code 601641 when ordering.

Ready to get your own Zoomer? 
We’d love to talk to you.
Call now toll free and order one today!

855-505-4254

As the Rochester region enters the
home stretch of 2023, all signs are
pointing toward a green Christmas. 

The forecast for Dec. 25 calls for up-
per 40s, with above freezing high tem-
peratures in the days leading up, ac-
cording to the National Weather Service
in Buffalo. 

“The position of the high pressure
system is basically to our southeast,
kind of across the mid-Atlantic,” said
Kirk Apffel, a Weather Service meteo-
rologist. “So, when that happens, it will
set up a southerly flow and that’s exact-
ly what’s going on on Christmas Day.”

Winds from the south bring warmer
temperatures, which is the predomi-
nant driving force between the heat-up
around the holiday. The forecast even

calls for a high in the 50s for Dec. 26.
Southerly winds come into the area be-
ginning Saturday, according to the
Weather Service forecast. 

Those warm temperatures also mean
any snow on the ground now will be
melted come Christmas Day, Apffel
said. There is a chance for precipitation
on Christmas evening, but that’s ex-
pected to be in the form of rain showers. 

The National Weather Service de-
fines a white Christmas as having 1 inch
of snow on the ground on the morning of
Dec. 25. It doesn’t need to snow on the
holiday for it to be considered a white
Christmas. 

The Weather Service forecast model
comes with a higher-than-typical confi-
dence due to there being no storm sys-
tem on the heels of the high pressure
system, Apffel said. 

“The temperatures might change as
you get closer to the day, a little bit, but it

does look like a relatively warm Christ-
mas Day and the rain will hold off until
after,” he said. 

Historically, the odds are in favor of
white Christmas. Rochester has had at
least one inch of snow on the ground on
56% of Christmas days since 1926, ac-
cording to snow depth records kept by
the National Weather Service.

The coinflip nature of white Christ-
mases in Rochester is consistent look-
ing back two decades, with half of those
years seeing less than an inch of snow
on the ground. In the same time frame,
there’s only been one time at least an
inch of snow fell on Christmas day, in
2017.

Steve Howe covers weather, climate
and lake issues for the Democrat and
Chronicle. Have any insight into chang-
ing weather or climate? Share with him
at showe@gannett.com.

Forget about a white Christmas;
forecast is calling for upper 40s
Steve Howe
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

A Chipotle Mexican Grill will open
this week in Brighton.

After months of construction, the
popular fast-casual eatery is set to
officially open on Friday at 2735
Monroe Ave. Razed in the spring at
the site was a former Pizza Hut build-
ing that most recently housed Rumi’s
Mediterranean Grill.

The new eatery is roughly 3,000
square feet and will include a drive-
thru pick-up window for patrons who
place orders ahead of time on the
Chipotle app, said Danny Daniele,
president of the Daniele Family Com-
panies.

“We believe this is one of the most
convenient locations in Rochester
with an easy and quick way for cus-
tomers to zip in and zip out on their
way home,” Daniele said. 

The eatery will be open daily from
10:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. The company is
also hiring for positions at the new
eatery and expects to employ ap-
proximately 25 people at the new res-
taurant.

Currently there are about 10 Chi-
potle restaurants operating in the
Rochester region, including one
nearby in Pittsford Plaza.

The property at 2735 Monroe Ave.
is nearly three-quarters of an acre
and is located next to the Clarion
Pointe hotel and Sakura Home res-
taurant, which serves sushi and hi-
bachi.

A spokeswoman from Chipotle
earlier this year said that the eatery
at Pittsford Plaza, 3349 Monroe Ave.,
Pittsford, will remain open once the
new restaurant opens. The two loca-
tions are less than a mile apart.

Daniele on Thursday said that the
Pittsford Plaza eatery, which is dine-
in only, “will remain open until fur-
ther notice.”

Chipotle 
to open 
this week 
in Brighton
Victoria E. Freile
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

The commission would be directed
to: “Examine the current condition of
living people of African descent in the
state of New York, to the extent practi-
cable, including, but not limited to, eco-
nomic, political, educational, and social
conditions.”

The commission would be made up
of nine members chosen by Hochul and
the leaders of the state Senate and As-
sembly. Any recommendations made by
the committee would be non-binding.

State and local lawmakers and racial
justice advocates, including the Rev. Al
Sharpton, praised the study as an his-
toric step towards making amends for
the unjust role slavery played in shaping
New York, as well as lingering negative
impacts of racism and racial disparity.

The first enslaved Africans arrived in
New York in the 1620s and built some of
the earliest infrastructure and build-
ings, “including the wall that gives Wall
Street its name,” state lawmakers noted.

Prior to the American Revolution in
the late 1700s, there were more enslaved
Africans in New York City than in any
other city except Charleston, South Car-
olina. At the time, the population of en-
slaved Africans accounted for 20% of
New York’s population, while 40% of
colonial New York household owned en-
slaved Africans, state officials said.

California’s reparations task force

made a list of recommendations earlier
this year that included a formal apology
and the creation of an agency to handle
compensation claims and possible
“down payments” to eligible residents.
It also suggested how to calculate the
amount California owes its Black resi-
dents. 

USA TODAY Network and The Associ-
ated Press contributed to this report. 

Slavery
Continued from Page 1A

Gov. Kathy
Hochul on
Tuesday
approved the
study of
slavery’s
legacy.
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