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*Advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY) assumes that the principal and interest will remain on deposit for the entire term. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. Interest that is not 

Featured CD: New-to-CNB Money Deposit.

Open at a CNB location today. For more information visit CNBank.com/FeaturedCDs.

5% APY*
.00

9-MONTH CD

Let CNB’s featured CD special help you reach your savings goals. Choose 

our new-to-CNB money1 CD with a $10,000 minimum deposit. Act now. 

This rate is available for a limited time.
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
democratandchronicle.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Powerball Jackpot
OVER $500 MILLION

ENTER TODAY!

usatoday.gannettcontests.com/Jackpocket-Holiday-Cheer

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Free entry, which is the only entry method, is available in the Official Rules. Open to legal residents of the U.S. who are at least 18 years old (21 years old in AZ, 19 in NB) at the time of entry and are physically present in AZ, AR, CO, ID, MA, MN, MT, NE, NH, NJ, NM, NY, OH, OR, TX, DC, or WV (“Participating Jurisdictions”) Void where prohibited. Prize is not 
cash and will be distributed as non-withdrawable Jackpocket credits, which can only be used with  a Jackpocket account. Taxes are winner’s sole responsibility. Gambling Problem? Call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369) (NY); 1-800-327-5050 (MA); 1-877-MYLIMIT (OR); 1-800-981-0023 (PR); 1-800-GAMBLER (all others). For Official Rules visit contest website.

Sweepstakes
YOU COULD WIN 500 LOTTERY TICKETS!

Abdi Abdullahi climbed into a stool at
School No. 15 with a big smile.

His little legs dangled below him, search-
ing for purchase as he swung around in a seat
that was a bit too tall for a first grader. Some-
one ruffled the top of his head and offered
him a high five. 

And then, Abdullahi waited. A staff lounge
at his elementary school had transformed
into a barbershop, and he was next in line. 

Photos of classic red, white and blue bar-
ber poles posted around the room set the
scene. Three barbers from Brothers and Sis-
ters Unisex Salon lugged in black cases brim-
ming with supplies: Clippers and trimmers,
combs and brushes, barber capes and big
hand mirrors. A soft R&B playlist filled the
space; one of the barbers crooned along
while he worked.

Makeshift barbershop offering free trims at
city schools to help motivate students to learn

‘A good haircut
builds confidence’

Kayla Canne
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

TOP: Barbers Carl Williams, Roberto Murray and Devon Reynolds of
Brothers and Sisters Unisex Salon crowd around Kaylan Gastlon
after his haircut and chat with him before he gets down from his
chair. Reynolds is the owner of the salon that came to the school.
ABOVE: Reynolds cuts Gastion’s hair.
PHOTOS BY TINA MACINTYRE-YEE /ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLESee HAIRCUTS, Page 4A

New Yorkers now have protections
from losing earned credit card rewards
through a new statewide consumer pro-
tection law that went into effect this
month. 

The new law, which began Sunday,
requires credit card companies to take
additional steps to protect consumers
from losing accrued points when re-
wards programs are modified or termi-
nated, according to Gov. Kathy Hochul’s
office. 

“For many people, a sudden loss of
rewards can amount to the loss of a sig-
nificant amount of money,” state Sen.
Shelley B. Mayer, who represents the
37th District, said. “Individuals will now
receive notification and a grace period
to use their rewards when an account is
being closed, thereby increasing trans-
parency for all New Yorkers and ensur-
ing earned credit card rewards can be
used.”

NY credit
card law
protects
rewards
Keeps consumers from
losing earned points

Emily Barnes
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CREDIT CARDS, Page 6A

Struggling with a gambling addic-
tion, State Police Sgt. Thomas Loewke
did something good cops never do: He
alerted the target of an investigation
that the police had their eyes on him.

“A cop does not tip off a bad guy that
‘we’re coming after you,’” U.S. District
Judge David Larimer told Loewke in
court Monday.

Larimer on Monday sentenced
Loewke to two years of probation for
Loewke’s crime of alerting the target of
an expansive gambling investigation. 

Ex-trooper gets
probation for
tipping off target 
Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See EX-TROOPER, Page 4A
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FOR SALE 
OR LEASE

HORNELL LANDMARK 
RESTAURANT

• 5,800 Square Feet
• 1 Acre Lot
• 90 Parking Spaces
• Completely Updated
• High Density Residential 
  & Commercial Area near 
  the Downtown Business 
  District, State Rt 36 & 
  Insterstate 86

PHOTOS / VIDEO WALKTHROUGH

Ph. 716-474-5556 
hornellrestaurant@gmail.com

TURN-KEY!
7465 Seneca Rd.

(formerly Club 57)

Today, the kids would not be customers, though —
at least not in the traditional sense. They would get
their hair cut, but those haircuts would be free.

Devon Reynolds has spent the last seven years qui-
etly traveling to city schools to do this work, believing
that if students feel better about how they look, they
might work harder in school. 

“What’s up? How you feeling? You all right?” Rey-
nolds asked the boy.

Abdullahi smiled even bigger. 

Free haircuts at Rochester city schools

Looking and feeling good was an obvious theme at
School No. 15’s makeshift barbershop that day.

As students sat patiently under the hum of clippers
at work, teachers and other staff from the school bus-
tled in and out of the room, offering positive affirma-
tions to the young ones in their care.

“You’re looking so sharp,” one teacher told Levi Ben-
nett, another student at the school. 

The boy gave a bashful shrug.
“I’ve witnessed kids wear hoodies in class and be

quiet because they don’t feel confident,” Reynolds
said. “A good haircut builds confidence. It makes you

more receptive to learn, more willing to answer ques-
tions, to be more friendly. All of it connects.”

For some families, however, a haircut is a luxury —
one they may not always be able to afford. 

A simple haircut these days can cost about $20 for
young boys, Reynolds said. One of the students in his
chair that day had two other brothers at School No. 15.

Twenty bucks apiece would leave their parents out
$60, when many families in Rochester are struggling
just to buy groceries or pay their bills. 

“That could be milk and eggs and cheese,” Reynolds
said. “That could be $60 toward an oil change.” 

Brothers and Sisters Unisex Salon: A
community barbershop

His effort to provide free haircuts to city students
started through a practice Reynolds calls conscious
capitalism. He believes that business owners should
not take from their communities without helping to
uplift them in return.

In the last few years, Reynolds opened Sweet Ida
Mae’s Food Pantry. He travels to homeless shelters to
offer free haircuts. He puts on a community Halloween
party and Thanksgiving dinner. He organizes political
forums and free health screenings. 

He does all of this to help see his community thrive
like he has. “We are a community barbershop,” he said. 

At School No. 15, Abdi Abdullahi hopped down from
the stool with a sleek zig-zag design etched into his
hair.

It was something a little extra, but Reynolds wanted
the boy to feel special. 

Now, he was ready to get back to learning. The first
grader gave Reynolds a quick wave and scurried down
the hallway toward his classroom. 

“See you later, son,” the barber called after him. 

Haircuts
Continued from Page 1A

Devon Reynolds, owner of Brothers and Sisters
Unisex Salon, checks with a mother about what kind
of haircut to give her son.
TINA MACINTYRE-YEE /ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE

The sentence was not significantly different than
what was recommended by federal sentencing guide-
lines, which are advisory for judges. The guidelines pro-
posed a sentence of eight to 14 months.

Feds wanted prison

Federal prosecutors wanted a prison sentence, even
if a short one, for Loewke, who is 52. 

When Loewke alerted the target of the investigation,
Louis Ferrari II, one police officer was working under-
cover and others were conducting surveillance, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Meghan McGuire said in court. 

An admission to the crime and Loewke’s apparent re-
morse “don’t change the fact that it was wrong, it was
illegal, and it put other law enforcement officers’ lives at
risk,” she said.

A number of Loewke’s colleagues supported him in
letters to Larimer and also showed up in court Monday.
Loewke had an unblemished career and received nu-
merous recognitions for his work to stop drunken driv-
ers.

In May Loewke, a former state police sergeant, ad-
mitted that he’d tipped off Ferrari and pleaded guilty to
obstruction of the investigation. Prosecutors said that

after that tip Ferrari worked to thwart investigators from
gathering information about the gambling operation.

Ferrari allegedly then deleted the betting history of an
illegal gambling website, changed its passwords and
completely altered the website itself.

Loewke alerts friend to probe

Loewke learned of the investigation from another
trooper then alerted Ferrari, whom court papers de-
scribe as a “personal friend” of Loewke.

Loewke also has a problem with gambling and had
thousands of dollars of gambling-related debt when ar-
rested.

Loewke was criminally charged in December 2022,
and has retired.

More than a month after Loewke’s arrest, federal au-
thorities charged seven local men with allegedly run-
ning a gambling operation that took bets on sporting
events and hosted illegal poker games in an office suite
in the city of Rochester.

Accused are Ferrari, Dominic Sprague, Tommaso
Sessa, Anthony Amato, Joseph Lomardo, Joseph Bosca-
rino and James Cilvetti. Ferrari allegedly ran the online
betting operation, sport700.com, and prosecutors say
that Loewke sometimes placed wagers through the site.

Some of those accused of lesser roles in the gambling
organization have pleaded guilty.

On Monday Larimer also sentenced Loewke to 100
hours of community service.

Ex-trooper
Continued from Page 1A


