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WASHINGTON – Demetrius Briscoe
voted for Joe Biden in 2020, but the sen-
ior at Bowie State University, a histori-
cally Black university in Maryland, is on
the fence about whether he will support
the president next year.

Briscoe, 25, doesn’t think many of his
peers will vote for Biden because he
hasn’t demanded a cease-fire in the Is-
rael-Hamas war that has left thousands
of Palestinian civilians injured or dead.

“He’s really putting a stain on his pre-
sidency that I don’t think will be easily
washed away,” said Briscoe, adding that
Biden and fellow Democrats in Mary-
land should urge more action. “If the
Democrats call for a cease-fire it may
save the Democratic Party from, I think,
a wave of young people not voting for
them.’’

One issue expected to haunt Biden
with younger Black voters like Briscoe is
whether he has done enough to demand
more protections for Palestinians, some
young people and political experts said.
They argue Biden’s positions, including
not calling for an immediate cease-fire,
could cost him support from African
Americans, traditionally a loyal voting
bloc for Democrats. 

Biden has opposed calls for a cease-
fire, arguing an outcome with Hamas
still in control of Gaza is unacceptable.

“There is a moral imperative that Bi-
den is choosing to ignore, and it can very
well cost him and down-ticket candi-
dates the election,” said Jason Williams,
associate professor of justice studies at
Montclair State University in New Jer-
sey.

Across the country, there have been
thousands of pro-Palestinian rallies
with nearly 30% of them on college
campuses, according to a recent report
by a consortium at Harvard University.

At a rally in October at Howard Uni-
versity, a historically Black university in
Washington, students slammed Biden
for not calling for a cease-fire and com-

plained he hasn’t done enough to help
Palestinians. Delaney Leonard, a 19-
year-old sophomore at Howard who
helped organize the rally, said she has
no intention of voting for Biden. She
doesn’t think she’s alone.

“It’s definitely going to play a factor
into people making their voting deci-
sions,” Leonard said.

One major challenge Biden faces is
trying to counter narratives shared on
social media about the war, said Keesha
Middlemass, an associate professor of
political science at Howard University.

“Young people are finally seeing the
impact of America’s war machine,” said
Middlemass, adding that some are con-
cerned about the nation’s support of Is-
rael. “That’s what students are so fear-
ful of – is this blind loyalty without con-
sideration of the rights of Palestinians
to exist?”

Although Biden has stood in solidar-
ity with Israel since it was attacked by
Hamas on Oct. 7, his administration has
started to shift its tone, becoming more
critical about how Israel is carrying out
its war amid the rising number of Pales-
tinian civilian casualties.

During a Dec. 2 speech in Dubai, Vice
President Kamala Harris said “interna-
tional humanitarian law must be re-
spected” and that “too many innocent
Palestinians have been killed.”

The White House last week pressed
Israel to find a point to wind down its air
and ground campaign in Gaza, but Is-

The turning point was in the 1960s
with the Black Power wing of the Black
freedom struggle, said Michael R. Fisch-
bach, professor of history at Randolph-
Macon College in Ashland, Virginia, and
author of “Black Power and Palestine
Transnational Countries of Color.”

Fischbach said he’s not surprised
younger African Americans feel empa-
thy for Palestinians. He said several fac-
tors connect them, including a sense of
kinship in this “global gated communi-
ty,” a pushback against what they be-
lieve is settler colonialism and shared
experiences of living in segregated com-
munities. 

“A lot of young people, notably of col-
or in this country, can instinctively
identify with Palestinians because it re-
sembles, again, the experience that
they’re seeing at home,” Fischbach said.

Briscoe said some young people are
wary of backing Democrats because
they don’t want to support a party that
doesn’t condemn what they call geno-
cide.

The White House has taken excep-
tion to allegations that Israel is carrying
out “genocide” against Palestinians. It
has argued it is Hamas, not Israel, seek-
ing the genocide of a group of people.

“This word ‘genocide’ is getting
thrown around in a pretty inappropriate
way by lots of different folks,” John Kir-
by, a White House spokesman on na-
tional security matters, said last month.
“What Hamas wants, make no mistake
about it, is genocide. They want to wipe
Israel off the map. They’ve said so pub-
licly on more than one occasion.”

Hannah Saxon, an 18-year-old fresh-
man at North Carolina A&T University,
will vote for the first time next year.
She’s weighing whom she will support.
She said Biden’s stance on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict matters. She’s trou-
bled by the deaths of so many Palestin-
ian civilians, whom she called “the un-
derdogs.”

Saxon said she doesn’t want to vote
for Democrats simply because African
Americans traditionally support them.
“You want to do it because you believe in
this person and they’ll do the right thing
for this country,” she said, but added, “If
Trump is running again, Biden is the
better choice.”

raeli officials have said it will still take
“several months” to defeat Hamas and
end the war.

In Biden’s most direct criticism of Is-
rael since the war began, he warned Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu that Israel is “starting to lose” inter-
national support in its war against Ha-
mas because of its “indiscriminate
bombing” in Gaza.

For some African Americans, there’s
a sense of solidarity with Palestinians.

Khadirah Muhammad, a senior at
Georgia State University, remembers
seeing on social media the Black Lives
Matter murals in Gaza and watching
Palestinians demonstrating during the
2020 George Floyd protests. For her, it
was a symbol of solidarity with Pales-
tinians also in the struggle for freedom.

“I just feel like it’s necessary to speak
up when things are wrong,” said Mu-
hammad, 22, who joined a pro-Palestin-
ian rally on campus in October. 

Williams pointed to other instances
where Palestinians supported African
Americans during social justice pro-
tests, including over the deaths of Mi-
chael Brown in Missouri and Trayvon
Martin in Florida.

During the Civil Rights Movement in
the United States, Jewish faith leaders,
students and activists were key sup-
porters of African Americans. But for
decades, some segments of the African
American community have expressed
strong support for Palestinians. 

Say he must do more 
to protect Palestinians

Deborah Barfield Berry and Joey
Garrison
USA TODAY

Thousands participated in the National March on Washington: Free Palestine
rally on Nov. 4. Organizers made a push to demand both a cease-fire in the
Israel-Gaza war and an end to U.S. aid to Israel. ERIC KAYNE/USA TODAY

Young Black voters press Biden on Gaza

ATLANTA – Federal drug officials are
warning Georgia to shelve its plans to
be the first state to allow pharmacies to
dispense medical marijuana products. 

News outlets report that the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration on
Nov. 27 warned pharmacies that dis-
pensing medical marijuana violates
federal law. 

The Georgia Board of Pharmacy be-
gan accepting applications to dispense
the products in October. Licenses have
already been issued to 23 Georgia inde-
pendent pharmacies, the board said.

The Georgia Access to Medical Can-
nabis Commission, which oversees
Georgia’s fledgling medical marijuana
industry, said it can’t override the fed-
eral directive, even though pharmacies
are allowed to dispense the products
under state law.

Andrew Turnage, the commission’s
executive director, told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution the state would
love to see pharmacists be allowed to
continue providing consultations for
medical cannabis products as they do
with other medication.

In a memo to pharmacies, the DEA
said none of them can lawfully possess,
handle or dispense marijuana or relat-
ed products containing more than 0.3%
tetrahydrocannabinol – the psychoac-
tive chemical known as THC that gives
users a high.

Georgia lets patients with medical
needs buy medical marijuana products
with up to 5% THC. Marijuana sold for
recreational use typically has a higher
level.

The DEA said it considers products
derived from the cannabis plant with a
THC content above 0.3% to be marijua-
na, making it illegal under federal law. 

Georgia has allowed patients with
certain illnesses and physician approv-
al to possess and consume low-THC
medical cannabis products since 2015.
But until April, there was no legal way
for them to buy the product in Georgia.

Nationwide, 24 states have legalized
marijuana for recreational use, accord-
ing to the National Conference of State

Legislatures. Another 23 allow some
form of medical cannabis.

The recent DEA notice was pub-
lished online by the group Smart Ap-
proaches to Marijuana, which generally
opposes marijuana legalization.

Ira Katz of Little Five Points Pharma-
cy in Atlanta told WXIA-TV that he
thought pharmacies like his should
able to dispense the products in the
same way marijuana dispensaries do.

Mahlon Davidson, interim CEO of
the Georgia Pharmacy Association,
said he doubted independent pharma-
cists would risk imperiling their busi-
nesses by flouting the DEA.

“The current conflict between state
and federal law puts Georgia’s pharma-
cies in a difficult position,” the Georgia
Pharmacy Association wrote in a letter
to pharmacists, adding that the associ-
ation is “putting forth the maximum ef-
fort to help provide timely information
and assist in navigating this issue.”

Those who oppose rapid legalization
of marijuana said the DEA’s stance will
protect consumers and allow time for
more research.

Michael Mumper, the executive di-
rector of the nonprofit Georgians for
Responsible Marijuana Policy, said
consumers trust that drugs dispensed
from pharmacies are fully tested, ap-
proved by the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration and federally legal.
Mumper said that’s not the case with
medical marijuana.

DEA quashes Georgia’s
medical marijuana plan
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Despite state permission to become
the first pharmacies nationwide to do
so, Georgia won’t be able to dispense
medical marijuana.
DAMIAN DOVARGANES/AP FILE

NEW YORK – A new study adds to
evidence that severe obesity is becom-
ing more common in young U.S. chil-
dren.

There was some hope that children
in a government food program might be
bucking a trend in obesity rates – earli-
er research found rates were dropping a
little about a decade ago for those kids.
But an update released Monday in the
journal Pediatrics shows the rate
bounced back up a bit by 2020.

The increase echoes other national
data, which suggests around 2.5% of all
preschool-aged children were severely
obese during the same period.

“We were doing well and now we see
this upward trend,” said one of the
study’s authors, Heidi Blanck of the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. “We are dismayed at seeing
these findings.”

The study looked at children ages 2
to 4 enrolled in the Women, Infants and
Children program, which provides
healthy foods and other services to pre-
school-aged children in low-income
families. The children were weighed
and measured. The researchers found
that 2.1% of kids in the program were
severely obese in 2010. Six years later,
the rate had dipped to 1.8%. But by
2020, it was 2%. That translates to
about 33,000 of more than 1.6 million
kids in the WIC program.

Significant increases were seen in
20 states, with the highest rate in Cali-
fornia at 2.8%. There also were notable
rises in some racial and ethnic groups. 

Experts say severe obesity at a very
early age is nearly irreversible, and is
strongly associated with chronic health
problems and an early death. 

It’s not clear why the increase oc-
curred, Blanck said.

When WIC obesity rates dropped,
some experts attributed it to 2009 pol-
icy changes that eliminated juice from
infant food packages, provided less
saturated fat, and tried to make it easier
to buy fruits and vegetables.

The package hasn’t changed. But

“the daily hardships that families living
in poverty are facing may be harder to-
day than they were 10 years ago, and
the slight increases in the WIC package
just weren’t enough,” said Dr. Sarah
Armstrong, a Duke University child-
hood obesity researcher.

The researchers faced challenges.
The number of kids in WIC declined in
the past decade. And the study period
included 2020, the year the COVID-19
pandemic hit, when fewer parents
brought their children in to see doctors.
That reduced the amount of complete
information available.

Despite its limitations, it was a “very
well done study,” said Deanna Hoelsch-
er, a childhood obesity researcher at
the UTHealth Houston School of Public
Health. “It gives you a hint of what’s go-
ing on.”

What’s happened since 2020 is not
yet known. Some small studies have
suggested a marked increase in child-
hood obesity – especially during the
pandemic, when kids were kept home
from schools, eating and bedtime rou-
tines were disrupted and physical ac-
tivity decreased.

“We are thinking it’s going to get
worse,” Hoelscher said.

The Associated Press Health and Sci-
ence Department receives support from
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s
Science and Educational Media Group.
The AP is solely responsible for content.

Study says severe obesity
rising in young US kids
Mike Stobbe
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About 2.5% of preschool-aged
children are thought to be severely
obese. PATRICK SISON/AP FILE


