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SPEAKINGOUT

Rochester School for the Deaf
grateful for state’s support

During this season of thanks and
gratitude, Rochester School for the Deaf
extends its appreciation to Gov. Kathy
Hochul and the Legislature for their
commitment to New York’s 4201
Schools. 

As a member of the 4201 Schools As-
sociation, which represents 11 schools
serving children with low-incidence
disabilities, we depend on state fund-
ing. Resources allocated to our school
support an inclusive learning environ-
ment and an accessible campus for
staff, students, their families, and com-
munity partners.

RSD educators are experts in their
field. We’re fortunate to have top-tier,
specially-trained professionals working
to develop comprehensive programs
based on the needs of students. In addi-
tion to retaining our skilled workforce
and supporting student services, state
investments are critical to maintaining
classrooms, residential facilities, and
the campus at large.

Since 1876, RSD has helped students
reach their greatest potential, and the
state’s continued support for 4201
schools will ensure our children con-
tinue to be successful.

Antony McLetchie
Rochester School for the Deaf Super-

intendent/CEO
Rochester

Penalty call against Chiefs
justified; just part of the game

In every NFL game, there are officiat-
ing errors in judgment calls. Was it in-
terference or not, holding or not, late hit
or not and so on. 

What is not a judgment call is wheth-
er a player lined up offsides. A Kansas
City Chiefs player did exactly that last
Sunday against Buffalo. He could have
asked the official if he was lined up cor-
rectly and didn’t.

A penalty flag was thrown on the
snap making everything that happened
after that subject to penalty. A great play
was disallowed. 

Happens all the time. It stinks but of-
ficials are not permitted to alter the rules
to accommodate the desires of players,
coaches or fans. 

The angry and inappropriate tirade
by quarterback Patrick Mahomes was
disgraceful and took the shine off a de-
served Buffalo victory. The city of Buffa-
lo and the Bills franchise in particular
knows heartbreak. Wide Right, Music
City Miracle, Hail Murray and 13 Sec-
onds are among those heartbreaking
moments.

Ken Dehn
Victor

Share the light, be the light

Some houses are lit up this time of
year. People put lights around their tree,
on window sills and candles around the
house and on menorahs that are lit for
eight nights.

We take for granted that the lights
bring us happiness, bring us out of the
darkness and make us feel some hope
and renewal.

There are always ways to brighten
your home and make someone else feel
brighter and happier.

Share the light outside and then be
the light on the inside with hope, char-
ity, peace and acceptance.

Take a minute or two to re-think your
light at this time of year.

Karen Baker
Brighton

This film doesn’t belong
on list of Christmas movies

The Democrat and Chronicle recently
published a Christmas Movies List from
Brain Truitt of USA TODAY. 

We watched film No. 19 on the list,
“The Ice Harvest.”

It is an excellent crime film with plen-
ty of murder, drinking and even a sev-
ered finger in a vice.

But in no stretch of the imagination is
it a Christmas film that should be in-
cluded in a top 20 of Christmas films.

The fact that it is set on Christmas
Eve does not make it a Christmas film.
The strip clubs alone preclude any chil-
dren from watching.

Will Sommer
Kendall

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I took an oath to serve the citizens and
visitors of Monroe County, and I will not
abandon it. I will not stand silent while
people with no regard for humanity de-
stroy our communities.

The sweeping reforms to our criminal
justice system that began in 2018 are
proving unsustainable. I hear many
crime victims’ stories – they keep me
awake at night. Whether they lost a
loved one to violence or their car was sto-
len, and now they can’t get to work,
crimes generate victims who didn’t ask
to be involved.

Sadly, I’m running out of tools to help
them.

My deputies are good at catching
criminals. But I struggle when I ask them
to continue pursuing the same perpetra-
tors time and time again. My deputies
continue to make arrests while violent

repeat offenders successfully navigate
the revolving door of our justice system,
released with no intervention, to address
the underlying causes of their criminal-
ity. These individuals, most with no re-
gard for anyone but themselves, are em-
powered by a legal process that places
more value on criminals than on victims.

Our laws lack accountability to make
re-offending and high-risk behaviors
unattractive. Laws without conse-
quences facilitate the chaos we are expe-
riencing. Violent individuals and repeat
offenders will continue to threaten our
lives and property if we allow them the
means to do so.

Many well-intended objectives tar-
geted by criminal justice reform are valid
and long overdue. However, much of the
reform cast crime victims aside and left
community stakeholders out of policy
discussions. 

We need to work together to achieve
objectives that protect everyone – espe-
cially victims.

To that end, last October, with the
help of the Greater Rochester Chamber
of Commerce, a diverse group of

stakeholders – crime victims, clergy,
businesspeople, community organizers,
law enforcement, government leaders,
medical and legal professionals, and pri-
vate citizens, gathered with one mission
– to advocate for improvements to public
safety.

That group, the Consortium for Safe
Communities (CSC), has continued to
meet, and is asking leaders in Albany to
mitigate unintended negative conse-
quences of criminal justice reforms and
reject proposed “elder parole” legislation
and its potentially destructive impact on
victims.

Like any plan enacted, laws are often
imperfect and need to be adjusted after
impacts are evaluated. We must be hon-
est about the reforms’ effects on victims
of crime and the communities in which
we live. 

I intend to live up to my oath every
day. I invite our state legislators to do the
same by putting crime victims first and
making adjustments to the laws that im-
pact the safety of our communities.

Todd Baxter is Monroe County sher-
iff.

Laws without consequences fuel chaos

Your Turn
Todd Baxter

Guest columnist

The U.S. journalism industry has
deep roots in harm and violence that
impact how newsrooms interact with
both journalists and communities of
color today. As newspapers struggle to
survive in an increasingly consolidated
landscape, the field must abide by its
own values of “holding power to ac-
count” and investigate how journalism
has wielded its influence in ways that
have led to policies and violence target-
ing people of color.

In almost every century, it’s possible
to find egregious examples of newspa-
pers that incited violence against
Black, Asian, and Indigenous commu-
nities. The News Voices project’s
Reparative Journalism video series
highlights some of the harms commu-
nities have experienced due to editorial
decisions. 

One of the very first continuously
published newspapers in the United
States, The Boston Newsletter, was di-
rectly involved in the sale and broker-
ing of Black and Indigenous people
during the 1700s. Other major papers,
such as the Boston Gazette and the
Pennsylvania Gazette, published over
1,300 slave ads, resulting in the sale of

over 2,300 people. Newspapers didn’t
just profit from the trafficking of en-
slaved people: Many ads said “enquire
of the printer,” meaning that newspa-
per publishers themselves had a direct
role in the business of captivity and en-
slavement.

In 1864, U.S. cavalry troops slaugh-
tered nearly 200 Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho people in what became known as
the Sand Creek Massacre. The Rocky
Mountain News framed the massacre
as a “military victory” and applauded
soldiers for defeating what the news-
paper had portrayed as a dangerous In-
digenous community. Only later did
the truth surface: This was an unpro-
voked attack that ended in the mass
murder of mostly women and children.
The editor of The Rocky Mountain
News at the time, William Newton
Byers, was open about his anti-Indige-
nous sentiments and used his role at
the paper to depict Indigenous people
as violent — while portraying the vio-
lence of white settlers as justified and
heroic. 

In the early 1900s, newspapermen
William Randolph Hearst and V.S.
McClatchy fueled anti-Japanese senti-
ment in many of their West Coast pa-
pers. They used their editorial pages to
campaign for the incarceration of Jap-
anese Americans, portrayed them as
distrustful, published biased coverage
of anti-Japanese protests, and profiled
the arrests of Japanese citizens (as well

as the arrests of Italian Americans,
German Americans, and people who
weren’t citizens). The derogatory lan-
guage about Japanese Americans cul-
tivated an environment that justified
incarceration.

Once the media portrayed Japanese
Americans as a threat, it became ac-
ceptable to remove them in the name of
safety. Both of these narratives relied
on false premises of who constituted a
threat — and what provides safety.

Many newspapers have long used
dehumanizing rhetoric to describe
Black communities within the United
States and perfected the practice in
other communities of color. 

To address journalism’s anti-Black
foundations, U.S. journalism institu-
tions need to invest in the presence and
well-being of Black and BIPOC journal-
ists, use dignified language in their
coverage and report accurately about
racist misinformation.

Once these repair processes begin,
we will be closer to a world where Black
voices — and by extension, the voices
of all communities of color — have the
power and resources to tell stories that
seed collective care and inclusion rath-
er than violence. 

Diamond Hardiman is the repara-
tive journalism program manager at
Free Press, a nonprofit organization
seeking to reform the news media. She
works there on both the News Voices
and Media 2070 teams.

A woman cries as she listens to John Hickenlooper, then-governor of Colorado, speak to members and supporters of the
Arapaho and Cheyenne Tribes at a 2014 gathering marking the 150th anniversary of the Sand Creek Massacre. During his
speech, Hickenlooper apologized on behalf of the state for the massacre of mostly women, children and the elderly by
U.S. Army troops. AP FILE
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