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ARLINGTON, Va. – A Confederate
memorial is to be removed from Ar-
lington National Cemetery in northern
Virginia in the coming days, part of the
push to remove symbols that com-
memorate the Confederacy from mili-
tary-related facilities, a cemetery offi-
cial said Saturday. 

The decision ignores a recent de-
mand from more than 40 Republican
congressmen that the Pentagon sus-
pend efforts to dismantle and remove
the monument from Arlington ceme-
tery.

Safety fencing has been installed
around the memorial, and officials an-
ticipate completing the removal by
Dec. 22, the Arlington National Ceme-
tery said in an email. During the re-
moval, the surrounding landscape,
graves and headstones will be protect-
ed, the Arlington National Cemetery
said.

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin dis-
agrees with the decision and plans to
move the monument to the New Mar-
ket Battlefield State Historical Park in
the Shenandoah Valley, Youngkin
spokeswoman Macaulay Porter said.

In 2022, an independent commis-

sion recommended that the memorial
be taken down, as part of its final re-
port to Congress on renaming of mil-
itary bases and assets that commem-
orate the Confederacy.

The statue, unveiled in 1914, fea-
tures a bronze woman, crowned with
olive leaves, standing on a 32-foot
pedestal, and was designed to repre-
sent the American South. According to
Arlington, the woman holds a laurel
wreath, a plow stock and a pruning
hook, with a Biblical inscription at her
feet that says: “They have beat their
swords into plough-shares and their
spears into pruning hooks.”

Some of the figures also on the stat-
ue include a Black woman depicted as
“Mammy” holding what is said to be
the child of a white officer, and an en-
slaved man following his owner to war.

In a recent letter to Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin, more than 40 House
Republicans said the commission
overstepped its authority when it rec-
ommended that the monument be re-
moved. The congressmen contended
that the monument “does not honor
nor commemorate the Confederacy;
the memorial commemorates recon-
ciliation and national unity.”

“The Department of Defense must
respect Congress’ clear legislative in-
tentions regarding the Naming Com-
mission’s legislative authority” the let-
ter said.

U.S. Rep. Andrew Clyde, a Georgia
Republican, has led the push to block
the memorial’s removal. Clyde’s office
did not immediately respond to an
email seeking comment Saturday.

A process to prepare for the memo-
rial’s removal and relocation has been
completed, the cemetery said. The me-
morial’s bronze elements will be relo-
cated, while the granite base and foun-
dation will remain in place to avoid
disturbing surrounding graves, it said.

Earlier this year, Fort Bragg shed its
Confederate namesake to become Fort
Liberty, part of the broad Department
of Defense initiative, motivated by the
2020 George Floyd protests, to rename
military installations that had been
named after confederate soldiers.

The North Carolina base was origi-
nally named in 1918 for Gen. Braxton
Bragg, a Confederate general from
Warrenton, North Carolina, who was
known for owning slaves and losing
key Civil War battles that contributed
to the Confederacy’s downfall.

The Black Lives Matter demonstra-
tions that erupted nationwide after
Floyd’s killing by a white police officer,
coupled with ongoing efforts to remove
Confederate monuments, turned the
spotlight on the Army installations.
The naming commission created by
Congress visited the bases and met
with members of the surrounding
communities for input.

Service members place Christmas wreaths on headstones as they participate in Wreaths Across America day at
Arlington National Cemetery on Friday in Virginia. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY IMAGES
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COLUMBUS, Ohio – The Ohio Su-
preme Court has dismissed the state’s
challenge to a judge’s order that has
blocked enforcement of Ohio’s near-
ban on abortions for the past 14 months.

The ruling moves action in the case
back to Hamilton County Common
Pleas, where abortion clinics asked
Judge Christian Jenkins this week to
throw out the law following voters’ deci-
sion to approve enshrining abortion
rights in the state constitution.

The high court on Friday said the ap-
peal was “ dismissed due to a change in
the law.” 

The justices in March agreed to re-
view a county judge’s order that blocked
enforcement of the abortion restriction
and to consider whether clinics had le-
gal standing to challenge the law. They
ultimately denied Republican Attorney
General Dave Yost’s request that they
launch their own review of the constitu-
tional right to abortion, leaving such ar-
guments for a lower court.

The clinics asked Jenkins on Thurs-
day to block the abortion ban perma-
nently on the heels of the amendment
Ohio voters approved last month that
ensures access to abortion and other re-
productive health care.

A law signed by Republican Gov.
Mike DeWine in April 2019 prohibited
most abortions after the first detectable
“fetal heartbeat.” Cardiac activity can be
detected as early as six weeks into preg-
nancy, before many women know they
are pregnant.

The ban, initially blocked through a
federal legal challenge, briefly went into
effect when the landmark 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision was overturned last year.
It was then placed back on hold in coun-
ty court, as part of a subsequent lawsuit
challenging it as unconstitutional under
the state constitution.

Yost’s office referred to a statement
from Dec. 7 that “the state is prepared to
acknowledge the will of the people on
the issue, but also to carefully review
each part of the law for an orderly reso-
lution of the case.” 

The abortion providers asked the
lower court that initially blocked the
ban to permanently strike it down. They
cited Yost’s own legal analysis, circulat-
ed before the vote, that stated that pas-
sage of the amendment would invali-
date the state’s six-week ban, stating,
“Ohio would no longer have the ability to
limit abortions at any time before a fetus
is viable.”
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wild, wild West,” said Goodwin. “You see
this kind of muscle-flexing by district
attorneys and prosecutors wanting to
show that they are going to be vigilant,
they’re going to take down women who
violate the ethos coming out of the
state’s legislature.” She called Black
women “canaries in the coal mine” for
the “hyper-vigilant type of policing”
women of all races might expect from
the nation’s network of health-care pro-
viders, law enforcers and courts now
that abortion isn’t federally protected.

In Texas, for example, Republican At-
torney General Ken Paxton mounted an
aggressive and successful defense
against a white Texas mother, Kate Cox,
who sued for permission to skirt the
state’s restrictive abortion law because
her fetus had a fatal condition.

At the time of Watts’ miscarriage,
abortion was legal in Ohio through 21
weeks, six days of pregnancy. Her law-
yer, Traci Timko, said Watts left the hos-
pital on the Wednesday when, coinci-
dentally, her pregnancy arrived at that
date – after sitting for eight hours await-
ing care.

It has touched off a national firestorm
over the treatment of pregnant women,
and especially Black women, in the af-
termath of the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization decision that overturned Roe
v. Wade. Civil rights attorney Benjamin
Crump elevated Watts’ plight in a post to
X, formerly Twitter, and supporters
have donated more than $100,000
through GoFundMe for her legal de-
fense, medical bills and trauma coun-
seling. 

Whether abortion-seekers should
face criminal charges is a matter of de-
bate within the anti-abortion communi-
ty, but, post-Dobbs, pregnant women
like Watts, who was not even trying to
get an abortion, have increasingly found
themselves charged with “crimes
against their own pregnancies,” said
Grace Howard, assistant justice studies
professor at San José State University. 

“Roe was a clear legal roadblock to
charging felonies for unintentionally
harming pregnancies, when women
were legally allowed to end their preg-
nancies through abortion,” she said.
“Now that Roe is gone, that roadblock is
entirely gone.” 

Michele Goodwin, a law professor at
the University of California, Irvine, and
author of “Policing The Womb,” said
those efforts have long overwhelmingly
targeted Black and brown women.

Even before Roe was overturned,
studies show that Black women who
visited hospitals for prenatal care were
10 times more likely than white women
to have child protective services and law
enforcement called on them, even when
their cases were similar, she said.

“Post-Dobbs, what we see is kind of a

It turned out the delay was because
hospital officials were deliberating over
legalities, Timko said. “It was the fear of,
is this going to constitute an abortion
and are we able to do that,” she said. 

At the time, vigorous campaigning
was taking place across Ohio over Issue
1, a proposed amendment to enshrine a
right to abortion in Ohio’s constitution.
Some of the ads were harshly attacking
abortions later in pregnancy, with oppo-
nents arguing the issue would allow the
return of so-called “partial-birth abor-
tions” and pregnancy terminations “un-
til birth.” 

The hospital did not return calls
seeking confirmation and comment, but
B. Jessie Hill, a law professor at Case
Western Reserve University School of
Law in Cleveland, said Mercy Health-St.
Joseph’s was in a bind.

“These are the razor’s edge decisions
that health care providers are being
forced to make,” she said. “And all the in-
centives are pushing hospitals to be
conservative, because on the other side
of this is criminal liability. That’s the im-
pact of Dobbs.”

Watts had been admitted to the
Catholic hospital twice that week with
vaginal bleeding, but she left without
being treated. A nurse told the 911 dis-
patcher that Watts returned no longer
pregnant on that Friday. She said Watts
told her, “the baby’s in her backyard in a
bucket,” and that she didn’t want to have
a child.

Timko said Watts insists she doesn’t
recall saying the pregnancy was un-
wanted; it was unintended, but she had
always wanted to give her mother a
grandchild. Her lawyer believes Watts
may have meant that she didn’t want to
fish what she knew was a dead fetus
from the bucket of blood, tissue and fe-
ces that she’d scooped from her over-
flowing toilet.

“This 33-year-old girl with no crimi-

nal record is demonized for something
that goes on every day,” she told Warren
Municipal Court Judge Terry Ivanchak
during Watts’ recent hearing. 

Warren Assistant Prosecutor Lewis
Guarnieri told Ivanchak that Watts left
home for a hair appointment after mis-
carrying, leaving the toilet clogged. Po-
lice would later find the fetus wedged in
the pipes.

“The issue isn’t how the child died,
when the child died,” Guarnieri told the
judge, according to TV station WKBN.
“It’s the fact the baby was put into a toi-
let, was large enough to clog up the toi-
let, left in that toilet, and she went on
(with) her day.” 

In court, Timko bristled at Guarnie-
ri’s suggestion.

“You cannot be broadcasting any
clearer that you just don’t get it,” she
said in an interview, suggesting Watts
was scared, anxious and traumatized by
the experience. “She’s trying to protect
Mama. She doesn’t want to get her hair
done. She wants to stop bleeding like
crazy and start grieving her fetus, what
she’s just been through.”

As chief counsel to the county’s child
assault protection unit, Assistant
Trumbull County Prosecutor Diane Bar-
ber is the lead prosecutor on Watts’ case.

Barber said she couldn’t speak spe-
cifically about the case other than to
note that the county was compelled to
move forward with it once it was bound
over from municipal court. She said she
doesn’t expect a grand jury finding this
month.

“About 20% of the cases get no-
billed, (as in) they do not get indicted
and the case does not proceed,” she
said.

The size and stage of development of
Watts’ fetus – precisely the point when
abortion crossed from legal to illegal in
most cases – became an issue during
her preliminary hearing. 

A woman who has been charged with
abuse of a corpse after miscarrying in
her bathroom has sparked a national
firestorm over the plight of pregnant
women, especially women of color,
following the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade.
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