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Even the “middle class” is in trouble.
Six in 10 Monroe County families

with income under $100,000 some-
times have to ration their food until the
next paycheck, according to poll results

released Wednesday by The Children’s
Agenda, one among several alarming
statistics showing the prevalence and
effects of poverty in the Rochester area.

Among the other findings:
h Four out of five families with in-

come under $50,000 can’t afford fruits
and vegetables weekly, and half report
that the adults sometimes skip meals

so that children can eat.
h Nearly half of all parents report

that finding affordable housing is a
challenge, including three-apquarters
of city residents.

h Four of 10 parents struggle to afford
health care coverage that includes 

Middle-income families
rationing food, poll finds

Local foodbanks reported 155,000 visits in the first three months of 2023 compared to 71,000 in the first three months of
2021, according to Foodlink’s CEO. MEEGAN M. REID/USA TODAY NETWORK

Housing, health care also a struggle for many in Monroe
Justin Murphy
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POLL, Page 5A

Icelandic-Chinese jazz vocalist
Laufey is set to headline the Rochester
International Jazz Festival in 2024.

At 24, Laufey’s meteoric rise in the
jazz scene, fueled by a massive social
media following, is
awakening a whole new
audience to the subtle
and nuanced beauty of
jazz vocals. Her music
coupled with her adept
use of social media –
she has 3 million TikTok
followers – merge past
and present.

Her second album was released this
month, and Vogue magazine writes of
her, “Laufey’s nostalgic sound com-
bined with her offhand phrasing gives
her a charming frisson.”

Laufey’s 2024 tour is traveling in-
ternationally and has already sold out
many European venues. 

Her 2024 North American perfor-
mances include historic venues like
Radio City Music Hall in New York City
and Ryman Auditorium in Nashville.
She is scheduled to perform at the jazz
festival on June 26.

Jazz fest
to feature
TikTok
sensation
Vocalist Laufey among
headliners at June event

Gary Craig
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FESTIVAL, Page 5A

Laufey 

Medical debt will no longer show up
on New Yorkers’ consumer credit re-
ports under a new state law.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Wednesday
signed the law, which passed the Legisla-

ture in June. It prohibits hospitals, health
providers and ambulances from report-
ing medical debt to credit reporting agen-
cies. Any medical debt that is illegally
provided to a credit reporting agency be-
comes void, the new law states.

Previously, hundreds of thousands of
New Yorkers had medical debt that was
reportable to credit reporting agencies,
which negatively impacted credit scores
and, in part, makes it more expensive –
or impossible – to purchase homes and
cars or secure loans.

About 740,000 New Yorkers current-
ly have medical debt on their credit re-
ports, with people of color twice as like-
ly to have medical debt referred to a
credit bureau and low-income people
three times more likely, the governor’s
office noted, citing a 2023 Urban Insti-
tute study.

How will medical debt 
be pursued in NY?

Hospitals and health providers will

still be able to pursue medical debts
through lawsuits and debt collection
agencies under the new legislation.

But the new law noted that health
providers must include a provision in
any debt collection contract that makes
clear the prohibition of reporting med-
ical debt to a credit reporting agency.

Previously, New York lawmakers and
Hochul approved a state law in 2022
that ended the use of home liens and
wage garnishments in medical-debt
collection.

NY law bans reporting medical debt to credit agencies
Consumer credit reports
affect ability to get loans

David Robinson
New York State Team

USA TODAY NETWORK
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TRADITIONAL SOFA
With a warm floral pattern and

classic traditional design, this

80’’ sofa is sure to enhance

the atmosphere of any living

room also available. Matching

pieces also

on sale.
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Attention to detail is apparent with

this Benchcraft sofa. Nailhead trim

and throw pillows accent the rich

microfiber beautifully in this relaxing

sofa. Matching

pieces also on sale.
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Samara Joy, Lee Ritenour also 
headlining Rochester jazz fest

The jazz festival also features Grammy-winning
artist Samara Joy and guitarist Lee Ritenour as head-
liners. 

Joy, also 24, known for her crystalline vocals remi-
niscent of jazz legends like Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah
Vaughan, will make her third consecutive appearance
at the festival and her first as a headliner on June 28.

Ritenour, with a musical career spanning five dec-
ades, will perform on June 22, showcasing his versa-
tility across traditional jazz, fusion, and various
genres. 

He will be joined by saxophonist Bill Evans, known

for his collaborations with Miles Davis, and trumpeter
Randy Brecker, recognized for his studio sessions
with artists like Bruce Springsteen and Parliament-
Funkadelic.

Rochester jazz fest tickets

Rochester jazz fest tickets for Laufey’s Rochester
Jazz Festival show go on sale at 10 a.m. on Dec. 15,
while tickets for Joy and Ritenour are already avail-
able. Festival-goers can purchase tickets and club
passes at rochesterjazz.com, with each show starting
at 8 p.m. at Kodak Hall.

The festival runs from June 21 to June 29.
Gary Craig is a veteran reporter with the Democrat

and Chronicle, covering courts and crime and more.
You can reach Craig at gcraig@rocheste.gannett.com.
He is the author of two books, including “Seven Mil-
lion: A Cop, a Priest, a Soldier for the IRA, and the Still-
Unsolved Rochester Brink’s Heist.”

Festival
Continued from Page 1A

mental health.
h Three quarters of parents earning less than

$50,000 said their child “shows concern about my
stress over money.”

How do you provide for your kids 
in New York, with rising costs?

Danielle Jones, a Rochester resident and mother of
two, grew up in poverty and promised herself that her
kids would have a more stress-free childhood than
she did. She went to college and got a job as a mental
health counselor with a focus on mothers.

She thought that would be enough for some level of
comfortable. Instead, she relies on food stamps and
stays up at night worrying about how to stretch her
income to provide for her children.

“Just when I thought I made it, the needle moved
again,” she said. “It’s expensive to feed our babies
healthy meals. ... I don’t want to have to think about
making this box of Goldfish last a few more days.”

Foodlink CEO Julia Tedesco said that local food-
banks reported 155,000 visits in the first three months
of 2023 compared to 71,000 in the first three months
of 2021.

What can we do about higher cost 
of living for middle class and below?

The Children’s Agenda and the advocates at
Wednesday’s press conference named several con-
crete proposals they said would alleviate the effects of
poverty on families:

h Enacting the state Working Families Tax Credit,
allowing parents to keep more of their income.

h Reinstating free school meals to all students in
the state.

h Creating a housing access voucher to help people
find affordable housing sooner.

h Creating a permanent child care fund to allow for
higher wages for child care workers, and finding a way
to increase the availability of child care nights and
weekends.

h Enhancing Medicaid coverage for children and
expanding the availability of school-based health
programs, including mental health.

‘Poverty is due to a lack of cash, not character’

“Poverty is due to a lack of cash, not character,”
Children’s Agenda CEO Larry Marx said. “We know
what works to lift children out of poverty and to help
working families catch a break. All that has been
missing is the political will to enact common-sense
solutions.”

The state Senate on Tuesday held a public hearing
on the causes and effects of concentrated poverty in
small and medium-sized cities in New York.

“We know there are things the state can do,” Sen.
Samra Brouk said. “When we look at our healthiest
and safest communities where people are thriving,
you don’t see concentrated levels of poverty. In fact
you see greater investment; you see resources coming
through development programs.”

The phone and text message poll of 600 Monroe
County parents was conducted in early November in
English and Spanish and has an overall margin of er-
ror of 4.9 percentage points.

Justin Murphy is a veteran reporter at the Demo-
crat and Chronicle and author of “Your Children Are
Very Greatly in Danger: School Segregation in Roches-
ter, New York.” Follow him on Twitter at twitter.com/
CitizenMurphy or contact him at jmurphy7@gan-
nett.com.

Rochester parent and mental health counselor Danielle Jones speaks at a press conference about poverty
hosted by The Children’s Agenda on Wednesday. JUSTIN MURPHY/ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE
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DETROIT – A Michigan man was charged in the
killing of a beloved Detroit synagogue leader Wednes-
day, nearly two months after she was found fatally
stabbed outside her home, authorities said.

Michael Manuel Jackson-Bolanos, 28, of Detroit,
was charged with felony murder, home invasion, and
lying to police, according to Wayne County Prosecu-
tor Kym Worthy. Jackson-Bolanos is believed to have
acted alone when authorities allege he broke into the
home of Samantha Woll before stabbing her multiple
times using a “straight-edge cutting instrument,”
Worthy said.

Woll, 40, was discovered Oct. 21 surrounded by a
pool of blood outside of her home in Lafayette Park, a
Detroit neighborhood just east of downtown. Au-
thorities have said a trail of blood led investigators to
Woll’s home, where they believe she was stabbed.

Worthy reiterated Wednesday that the killing was
not motivated by antisemitism. “There’s not a shred
of evidence that points to the fact that this was a hate
crime,” Worthy said.

The prosecutor described Woll’s death as “extraor-
dinarily sad and tragic,” one that has left Detroit resi-
dents and local faith communities bewildered in the
weeks since. Her death prompted an outpouring of
mournful messages along with celebrations of her life
and dedication to public service.

At a hearing on Wednesday, Assistant Prosecutor
Ryan Elsey said Woll was stabbed eight times in the
head and neck after Jackson-Bolanos entered
through an unlocked door, according to The Detroit
News.

In the apartment of Jackson-Bolanos’ girlfriend,
investigators found a jacket with Woll’s blood on it,
said Elsey, adding that it seemed to “be consistent
with the very same jacket he was wearing that night
when she was killed,” the outlet reported.

Jackson-Bolanos’ attorney Brian Brown called the

evidence circumstantial and said he believes his cli-
ent has a good chance of being exonerated, The De-
troit News reported.

Detroit police had confirmed Tuesday that charges
were requested against Jackson-Bolanos, who was
apprehended as a “person of interest” on Sunday.
Jackson-Bolanos was identified for suspected crimi-
nal activity in the area, White said. Police linked him
to a few larcenies and brought him in for questioning.

“What had transpired during questioning was con-
cerning,” White said. Without more evidence, Jack-
son-Bolanos was released but then monitored.

“We knew where he was, we knew his where-
abouts, we knew his movements, at no time was any-
one in our community at risk,” White said. “We knew
where he worked, we knew his phone traffic.”

Police had previously said there were no signs of
forced entry to Woll’s home. But on Wednesday, Wor-
thy said the front door to Woll’s home “was ajar and
unlocked, and a significant amount of blood was in-
side.”

Man charged in killing of Detroit synagogue leader 
Andrea May Sahouri 
and Thao Nguyen
USA TODAY NETWORK

The House passed a bipartisan resolution
Wednesday denouncing the widely criticized con-
gressional testimony last week of three of the na-
tion’s most prominent university presidents about
how they’re handling a troubling rise in antisemitism
on campus.

The measure was introduced by Rep. Elise Stefa-
nik, R-N.Y., Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La.; and
two centrist Jewish Democrats, Reps. Jared Mosko-
witz of Florida and Josh Gottheimer of New Jersey. It
passed by a 303-126 vote.

The rebuke wasn’t entirely bipartisan, however.
Maryland Rep. Jamie Raskin was among other Jew-
ish Democrats who voted no and chastised their Re-
publican colleagues for what they characterized as a
political stunt.

The resolution, Raskin suggested, was irrational
in part because Sally Kornbluth, the president of MIT,
is Jewish.

“This cannibalistic instinct they’ve unleashed
now turns on private citizens, academic leaders, who
will wear the scarlet letter A so they can have some
more press conferences,” Raskin said from the House
floor, referring to Republicans.

Stefanik’s viral line of questioning to the presi-
dents of Harvard University, the University of Penn-
sylvania and the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy led to the ouster of one of the leaders, Liz Magill
from Penn, over the weekend. Medical school dean J.
Larry Jameson was announced as interim president
on Tuesday.

With alumni and trustee support, Claudine Gay of
Harvard and Kornbluth of MIT survived calls in re-
cent days for their resignations.

House passes
measure lashing
college chiefs 
Zachary Schermele
USA TODAY


