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ONE-DAY CONCRETE FLOOR COATINGS
From The Best In The Business

585-510-1713Call today

60/60/60 Sale!
LIMITED TIME

*Offer cannot be combined with additional offers and must be presented at point of sale. Expires      .11/30/2023

$60 Gift Card With Purchase 
+

60% OFF Installation OR
60 Months No Interest Financing

PLUS! MENTION THIS AD For A Bonus Of Up To 10 Free Concrete Stitches W/Purchase

Looking for a way to save on your holiday meals this

year? Retail stores like Walmart and Target are offering

options to feed your family without breaking the bank.

h Food-at-home inflation has increased by 2.1% since

last October, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics

– an uptick that’s still well below the double-digit food

inflation increases seen during the pandemic era. But

don’t expect your Thanksgiving to be that much less ex-

pensive compared to recent years, a recent Wells Fargo

report noted.

Retail stores like Walmart and Target 
are offering options to feed your 
family without breaking the bank. 
GETTY IMAGES

Where to find
deals in NY on
Thanksgiving
groceries, meals
Emily Barnes New York State Team | USA TODAY NETWORK

More retailers are announcing closures on Thanksgiving Day,
a nod to a change in consumer habits and as a way for employers
to demonstrate care to their workers, a consumer behaviorist
and workplace expert said.

The holiday closures are a stark contrast to several years ago
when shoppers were finishing Thanksgiving dinner early so they
could get to the mall or other stores for a jump on Black Friday
sales.

Several major retailers have announced closure plans
for the holiday.

Simon Properties, one of the nation’s largest mall
operators said it plans to close its malls on Thanks-
giving Day for the fourth consecutive year.

Many stores are choosing
to close on Thanksgiving
Betty Lin-Fisher USA TODAY

See MEAL DEALS, Page 6A

See CLOSINGS, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – America’s Black
and Latino students are at a disadvan-
tage in nearly every measure of educa-
tional opportunity, with less access to
advanced classes, counselors and even
certified teachers, according to data re-
leased Wednesday by the U.S. Educa-
tion Department. 

The findings reflect inequities that
have lasting implications for students’
ability to learn effectively, go on to col-
lege and earn degrees.

The data was released as part of the
Civil Rights Data Collection, a federal
survey of nearly every public school in
the nation. 

Black, Latino
students often
lack access 
to education
Collin Binkley and Annie Ma
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ACCESS, Page 9A

KYIV, Ukraine – When Tymofii Post-
oiuk and his friends set up an online
fundraising effort for Ukraine, dona-
tions poured in from around the globe,
helping to purchase essential equip-
ment for Ukrainian armed forces. 

As the fighting with Russia wore on
and war fatigue set in, the donations
slowed down, but money continued to
come in steadily. Then the Israel-Hamas
war broke out on Oct. 7.

With the start of another major con-
flict, social media networks including X,
formerly known as Twitter, were flood-
ed with news from the Middle East. “Our
fundraising posts and updates simply
get lost in between those tweets,” Post-
oiuk said.

The result has been a broad shift in
the world’s attention away from Ukraine
to the fighting in Gaza – a trend that
worries many Ukrainians. They fear
that a combination of global fatigue,
competing political agendas and limited

Global shift
poses threat
to Ukraine’s
war funding
Hanna Arhirova
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See UKRAINE, Page 4A
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Anne passed away on 
October 30, 2023 at age 
67 after battling a long 
illness.

Predeceased by her 
father, George W. 
Ziegler Jr., sister, Susan 
Miglioratti and brother, 
George W. Ziegler III.  
Survived by husband 
Greg Lightenburg-
er, daughter, Lindsay 
Sessions (Ryan), step-
sons, Noah and Ryan 
Lightenburger and four 
grandchildren. Further 
survived by mother, 
Lorraine Ziegler, sis-
ters, Kathy Cromwell, 
Judy Bradburn (Wil-
liam) and Cheryl Jones 
(Gary Straus),  sister in 
law, Denise, aunts, un-
cles, nieces, nephews 
and cousins.  Please 
donate to HDSA in her 
honor.

Anne 
Lightenburger 

(Ziegler)

*Harrison, Gregory J. 51 Penfield 16-Nov Jennings Nulton & Mattle Funeral Home - - Harloff Funeral Home -
*Lightenburger (Ziegler), Anne 67 - 30-Oct - - - - -

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at democratandchronicle.com/obituaries

Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

PENFIELD - Novem-
ber 16, 2023. For more 
information about 
Greg and his services, 
please visit the funeral 
home website.

Gregory J. Harrison

It was gathered during the 2020-2021
school year, when many schools re-
mained at least partially closed for the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We view education as the spring-
board that puts the American dream
within reach. Yet access to educational
opportunity in this country remains un-
equal,” Education Secretary Miguel Car-
dona said.

America’s education system has long
had deep educational disparities. Nearly
seven decades after the Supreme Court
ordered schools to desegregate, the new
data offers a glimpse of basic differences
that endure in schools serving predomi-
nantly Black and Latino students. 

For example, a growing body of evi-
dence has tied instruction from certified
teachers to better outcomes from stu-
dents. Yet Black and Latino students are
more likely to attend schools with lower
percentages of certified teachers, accord-
ing to the new data.

About 522,000 students, or about 1%
of all students, went to schools where
fewer than half the teachers met all state
certification requirements. In those
schools, 66% of students were Black or
Latino.

There was a similar divide when it
came to school counselors. Overall, 77%
of public schools had at least one
counselor, and 43% had at least one po-
lice officer or security guard.

But compared with their white peers,
students of color were more likely to be in
schools that had security staff but no
counselor. Black students and those of
more than one race were 1.2 times more
likely to attend those schools, while the
rate was 1.4 for Native Hawaiian and oth-
er Pacific Islanders, American Indians
and Alaska Native students, the Educa-
tion Department found.

Cardona called it an “appalling” dis-
parity in light of rising rates of mental
health challenges for young people.

Barriers extended to students’ access
to higher level classes. Taking advanced
classes improves a student’s chances of
going to college, studies find. But Black
and Latino students were far less likely
have access to or enroll in those classes.

Black students represented 15% of all
high school students, but they made up
just 8% of students in Advanced Place-
ment science and 6% in AP math. Latino
students represented 27% of all high
school students but made up 20% in AP
science and 19% in AP math.

White and Asian students, by con-
trast, were overrepresented in AP class-
es.

The percentage of Black and Latino
students in AP math and science is most-
ly unchanged from 2017-18, the last
school year covered by the survey, with a

slight increase in Latino enrollment in
both tests. 

“I’m a person of color, and it often
makes me wonder why people of color al-
ways get the bottom of the barrel,” said
Sonya Thomas, executive director of
Nashville PROPEL, an organization that
works with parents to advocate for stu-
dents of color. “It’s so disheartening. Our
children deserve the very best and we
need to hold the state and federal govern-
ment accountable.”

Advocates have been pointing out in-
equity in advanced course offerings for
years. Research has shown that low-in-
come students and students of color are
less likely to take advanced math and sci-
ence courses, even in schools where AP
courses are offered. 

“These new CRDC data reflect trou-
bling differences in students’ experienc-
es in our nation’s schools,” said Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights Catherine E.

Lhamon. “We remain committed to
working with school communities to en-
sure the full civil rights protections that
federal law demands.”

At many schools with larger rates of
minority students, taking advanced
courses wasn’t even an option. The num-
ber of courses in math, science and com-
puter science was fewer at the 5,500
public high schools where Black and La-
tino students represented more than
75% of all students.

In 35% of schools with high Black and
Latino enrollment, calculus wasn’t of-
fered, while it was available at 54% of
schools with low Black and Latino enroll-
ment.

The Education Department found that
students with disabilities and those
learning English also faced unequal ac-
cess. Students in both groups had lower
enrollment in math and science classes
compared with enrollment among all
students, for example.

During the 2020-2021 school year,
26% of all high schoolers took biology, a
common class for ninth graders. But just
13% of high schoolers with a disability
took the class, and only 7% of students
learning English.

The Civil Rights Data Collection is
seen as an important gauge of equality in
public schools. Started in the 1960s, it can
offer a long view on efforts to close gaps. 

Data on some topics was skewed in a
year upended by the pandemic, which
kept many students away from the class-
room for long stretches. Arrests in
schools, for example, fell from 54,000 in
2017-18 to just 8,900 in the 2021-21 year.

Of the 97,000 schools included in the
survey, 88% were offering a hybrid of in-
person and virtual classes in the 2020-21
school year, with 5% offering virtual
classes only. About 7% were entirely in-
person.

The Associated Press education team
receives support from the Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York. The AP is solely re-
sponsible for all content. 
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Nearly seven decades after the Supreme Court ordered schools to desegregate,
the new data offers a glimpse of basic differences that endure in schools serving
predominantly Black and Latino students. STEPHEN SMITH/AP FILE

There’s good news for Americans
who plan to hit the roads for Thanksgiv-
ing: Gas prices are falling nationwide –
even in California.

The national average for a gallon of
unleaded gasoline dropped Saturday to
$3.320, the lowest since February, ac-
cording to AAA, a federation of motor
clubs throughout North America. Even
in California, where prices are among
the highest in the country, a gallon of
unleaded has fallen to $5.002 per gallon
from $5.638 a month ago and $5.099
last week, AAA said.

Gas app company GasBuddy posted
an even lower average price for Califor-
nia. “$5 NO MORE. ... California’s aver-
age gas price has fallen to $4.996 per

gallon, the lowest since August, and it
still has plenty of room to fall,” Patrick
De Haan, head of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy, said in a post last week on X,
formerly Twitter.

GasBuddy and AAA calculate gas
prices slightly differently. GasBuddy
calculates its average using data from
customers using its app or discounts at
local gas stations. AAA used data from
swipes by companies’ fleet credit cards
at gas stations nationwide.

With AAA predicting that 55.4 mil-
lion Americans will travel at least
50 miles between Wednesday and
Nov. 26, with 49.1 million of them driv-
ing, “they certainly can be thankful for
the decline in gasoline prices,” De Haan
said. “Average gas prices have plummet-
ed in all 50 states in the weeks ahead of
Thanksgiving.”

De Haan expects the national aver-
age price of gas to drop even further by
the time Americans start to travel en
masse. He forecasts $3.25 per gallon –
saving Americans $573 million during
holiday travel compared to last year.

Even so, that’s still the fourth-high-
est Thanksgiving pump price since
2013, GasBuddy data show. The top
three Thanksgiving prices were $3.56 in
2022, $3.39 in 2021 and $3.28 in 2013.

The lowest Thanksgiving gas prices
were $2.05 in 2015, $2.11 in 2020 and
$2.13 in 2016, GasBuddy said.

The drop in gas prices is partly sea-
sonal and partly due to lower oil prices,
experts say. Gas is refined from oil, so
the cost of crude determines about half
the price of a gallon of gasoline.

Fall also brings a less expensive win-
ter-blend gas that’s formulated to help

engines run in the cold. The switch to
winter blend alone knocks off several
cents per gallon, AAA says. In addition,
people usually stay in more to avoid the
cold, which means less driving.

Meantime, oil prices are hovering
near the lowest levels since July amid
growing concerns of weak global de-
mand as economies in Europe and Chi-
na show signs of sluggishness, said
Craig Erlam, senior market analyst at
broker OANDA. Weak economies pro-
duce less, which means they use less oil
and gas to make and move people and
products.

However, if the war between Israel
and Hamas in the Middle East widens or
Saudi Arabia maintains its production
cuts, oil prices could spike and bring gas
along for the ride, analysts said.

Gas prices begin to fall nationwide in time for holidays
Medora Lee
USA TODAY


