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Asians, Pacific Islanders face abuse

Many in poll see racism
as serious issue in US

Terry Tang and Linley Sanders
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Despite ongoing advocacy and legis-
lation to combat anti-Asian racism that
arose after the pandemic, about a third
of Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers say they have experienced an act of
abuse based on their race or ethnicity in
the last year, including being on the re-
ceiving end of verbal harassment, slurs,
physical threats or cyberbullying.

A new poll from AAPI Data and The
Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research finds 15% of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
specifically say they believe they have
at some point been the victim of a hate
crime. About half — 51% - believe rac-
ism is an “extremely” or “very serious”
problem in the U.S.

From as early as a decade ago to as
recently as two weeks ago, Jennifer
Lee, a 29-year-old Filipino American in
San Diego, can recall being called racial
slurs and being discriminated against.
She recently interviewed for a job at a
tutoring service.

The interviewer assumed Lee was
Japanese and said: “You people are al-
ways so obedient. Why? That’s so pa-
thetic,” she shared.

About 2 in 10 Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders (23%) say they have
experienced being verbally harassed or
abused in the last year, and 22% have
been called a racial or ethnic slur. About
1in 10 say they have been physically as-
saulted or threatened physically. About
a third of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders say they often or sometimes
face discrimination because of their
race or ethnicity when applying for
jobs.

Last month, the FBI reported an
overall 7% increase in hate crimes, even
as the agency’s data showed anti-Asian
incidents in 2022 were down 33% from
2021. That seeming contradiction
doesn’t surprise Stephanie Chan, direc-
tor of data and research at Stop AAPI
Hate, an advocacy group.

“We know that Asian Americans are
among the most likely to not report the
crime that thev’'ve experienced.” Chan
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About 2 in 10 Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders (23%) say they have
experienced being verbally harassed
or abused in the last year, and 22%
have been called a racial or ethnic slur.
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said. “It’s really sobering to see that
even when the world seems to have re-
turned to normal, after the pandemic,
these levels are still really elevated in
terms of anti-Asian American hate.”

The poll also shows President Joe Bi-
den gets mediocre ratings from Asian
Americans, who viewed him favorably
at 52%. That’s still higher than U.S.
adults overall who viewed the president
favorably at 44% in a June AP-NORC
poll. Vice President Kamala Harris, who
is of Asian American and African Amer-
ican descent, is also seen favorably by
about half (47%) of Asian Americans.

“Asian Americans are really no dif-
ferent than the national mood, which is
(that) Biden favorability is low,” said
Natalie Masuoka, professor of political
science and Asian American studies at
UCLA. “The relatively lower favorability
for Biden actually could impact turnout
at lower-level offices.”

Still, former President Donald
Trump, who is seeking a rematch with
Biden, fares even worse than the cur-
rent commander-in-chief, with 7 in 10
saying they have an unfavorable opi-
nion of Trump. No current Republican
candidate asked about in the poll is
viewed favorably by more than 1in 4,
while two candidates of Indian descent
- Vivek Ramaswamy and Nikki Haley —
both remain largely unknown by at
least 4in10 Asian Americans and Pacif-
ic Islanders.

Thomas Lee, of Long Island, New
York. fears that the possibilitv of Trump

getting elected again could lead to an
increase in discrimination and hate
crimes.

“His followers are typically more of
the like ... very far radical rights. They
don't mesh well with minorities,”
Thomas Lee said. “Of course, it’s got to
be dependent on him becoming presi-
dent, but that is kind of like the direc-
tion where I feel like it’s very likely that
something’s going to happen.”

The 42-year-old Taiwanese Ameri-
can switched from Republican to Dem-
ocrat before the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, partly due to the anti-Asian senti-
ment he attributed to Trump. In the first
year of the pandemic, Thomas Lee felt
as if he needed protection every time he
and his family went out. He also has un-
ease about Biden’s age, but would rath-
er have him than Trump in the White
House.

But Tia Davis, a 26-year-old Pacific
Islander and Black California resident,
downplayed the idea that people like
her face significant racism and praised
Trump. As a person of Samoan descent,
she said the worst other Samoans have
to endure is “healthy teasing.”

Beyond that, Davis, who switched
from Democrat to Republican after
Trump was elected, said she wants a
president who is a smart businessman.
How presidents deal with racism and
hate crimes is not a crucial factor.

“I'm more concerned about feeding
my family,” she said.

The survey shows how AAPI com-
munities’ perceptions of levels of dis-
crimination runs along political party
lines. Democrats are more likely than
Republicans to say that Asian Ameri-
cans and other people of color face “a
great deal” or “quite a bit” of discrimi-
nation and that white Americans do
not. Overall, the poll shows about half
of Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers identify as Democrats and about a
quarter lean Republican.

The poll of 1,178 U.S. adults who are
Asian, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Is-
landers was conducted Oct. 10-20 using
a sample drawn from NORC'’s probabil-
ity-based Amplify AAPI Panel, designed
to be representative of the Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander population.
The margin of sampling error for all re-
spondents is plus or minus 4.2 percent-
age points.
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