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Needs vast for child
shooting survivors

Oronde McClain was struck by a stray bullet on a

street corner in Philadelphia when he was 10. h The

bullet shattered the back of his skull, splintering it

into 36 pieces. McClain’s heart stopped, and he was

technically dead for 2 minutes and 17 seconds. h Al-

though a hospital team shocked him back to life,

McClain never fully recovered. Doctors removed half

his skull and replaced it with a gel plate, but shrapnel

remains.

Oronde McClain says he has never fully recovered from being struck in the head by a stray bullet at age 10. He
was in a coma for seven weeks and a wheelchair for nearly two years. JIM MACMILLAN VIA KFF HEALTH NEWS

Huge health obstacles and costs await
the youngest victims of gun violence

Liz Szabo KFF Health News

“Folks from Europe come to our hospital to learn how to treat

people who have been shot. We have more experience with

bullet wounds than even many battlefield surgeons.”
Jessica Beard Trauma surgeon at Temple University Hospital 

and director of research at the Philadelphia Center for Gun Violence Reporting

The numbers
h Shooting survivors ages 19 and
younger were 68% more likely than
other young people to have a
psychiatric diagnosis and 144% as
likely to develop substance abuse.

h Firearm injuries were the leading
cause of death in the U.S. for ages
1 to 19 in 2020 and 2021. 

h While more than 48,000
Americans of all ages were killed by
firearms in 2022, an average of
about 85,000 Americans survive
firearm injuries every year.

h Being shot added an average of
$35,000 to the health care costs of
each young person.See SURVIVORS, Page 5A
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When AJ Brown could no longer en-
dure domestic violence, she fled.

She had no friends or family to take
her in. DHS shelters were her only op-
tions.

Once she began paid training to be a
home health aide, the Department of
Human Services told her she made too
much money for housing assistance.

This determination came despite the
fact that the income for her was only
coming for the training hours and she
had not secured a case that would pro-
vide pay. Once the training pay was
over, the income was over — until she
was given a case to manage.

The 27-year-old sought sanctuary at
a residence managed by Project Haven
of Rochester. “You’re safe; get settled
and focus on working,” Brown said she
was told. “I was trying to save as much
as I possibly (could) and rebuild my life
and stay off the streets and out of an
abusive relationship.”

Eviction
from
Project
Haven?
Cash crisis note shocks
homeless shelter’s clients

Justin Murphy and Robert Bell
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

See EVICTION, Page 9A

Civil rights groups say threats
against Jewish and Muslim people are
being reported in staggering numbers
across the country, putting law enforce-
ment agencies on high alert and instill-
ing fear into the lives of those being tar-
geted and attacked.

Several colleges have seen increasing
antisemitic and Islamophobic incidents
since the start of the Israel-Hamas war
last month, and police patrols and sur-
veillance have been set up outside 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Police on alert as
hate reports surge
Christopher Cann
USA TODAY

See HATE, Page 6A
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The shooting left him in a coma for
seven weeks and in a wheelchair for
nearly two years. School bullies magni-
fied his pain, laughing at his speech and
the helmet he wore to protect his brain.

McClain said he repeatedly attempt-
ed suicide as a teenager. He remains
partly paralyzed on his right side and
endures seizures and post-traumatic
stress.

“People who die, they get funerals
and balloon releases,” said McClain,
now 33. “Survivors don’t get anything.”

Yet the ongoing medical needs of gun
violence survivors and their families are
vast.

In the year after they were shot, child
and adolescent survivors were more
than twice as likely as other young peo-
ple to experience a pain disorder, ac-
cording to a new study co-authored by
Zirui Song, an associate professor of
health care policy and medicine at Har-
vard Medical School.

The shooting survivors in the study,
ages 19 and younger, were 68% more
likely than other young people to have a
psychiatric diagnosis and 144% as likely
to develop a substance use disorder.

Firearm injuries were the leading
cause of death in the U.S. for ages 1 to 19
in 2020 and 2021, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.
While more than 48,000 Americans of
all ages were killed by firearms in 2022,
an average of about 85,000 Americans
survive firearm injuries every year.

“The public hears about mass shoot-
ings and the number of people who
died,” Song said. “The population of
people affected by firearm violence is

much larger than deaths alone.”

‘We are now a nation of survivors’

Doctors can now save most gunshot
victims, said Jessica Beard, a trauma
surgeon at Temple University Hospital
who was not involved in the study.

“Folks from Europe come to our hos-
pital to learn how to treat people who
have been shot,” said Beard, who is also
director of research for the Philadelphia
Center for Gun Violence Reporting. “We
have more experience with bullet
wounds than even many battlefield sur-
geons.”

Most Americans say they or a family
member has experienced gun violence,
including witnessing a shooting, being
threatened by a person with a gun or be-
ing shot, according to a survey by the

health policy nonprofit organization
KFF.

“We are now a nation of survivors,
and we have an unmet obligation to help
families and communities heal, both
physically and emotionally,” said Megan
Ranney, dean of the Yale School of Pub-
lic Health.

Being shot added an average of
$35,000 to the health care costs of each
young person studied compared with
the expenses of those who weren’t shot,
according to the study, based on data
from employer-sponsored health insur-
ance plans.

Survivors often need continuing care
from physical therapists, occupational
therapists, makers of prosthetics and
others. Traveling long distances multi-
ple times a week for specialized services
can pose additional hardships for rural
residents or those in cities who rely on
public transportation.

Although McClain’s mother had
health insurance through her employer,
the plan did not cover the cost of his
wheelchair. Insurance didn’t pay for
dance or theater classes, which his ther-
apists recommended to improve his
speech and movement. Although his
grandparents helped pay the medical
bills, his family still held fundraisers to
cover out-of-pocket costs.

The study is one of the first to assess
the effects of a child’s shooting on the
entire family, said Ranney, who was not
involved in the research.

Psychiatric disorders were 30% more
common among the parents of the gun-
injured children compared with parents
of uninjured children. Their mothers
made 75% more mental health visits
than other mothers.

Ranney noted that caregivers of
shooting survivors often neglect their
own needs. In the study, parents and

siblings of the injured children made
fewer visits for their own routine med-
ical care, lab tests and procedures.

A club ‘you don’t want to be in’

When McClain was in a wheelchair,
his grandfather drove him to the hospi-
tal for the first few years after his shoot-
ing. Later, when McClain could walk, he
took two buses and a subway to the hos-
pital.

“I would scream at the doctors,”
McClain said. “I said, ‘Don’t tell me you
know how I feel, because you don’t un-
derstand.’ ”

Yet McClain has found purpose in his
experience.

Last year, he co-produced a docu-
mentary called “They Don’t Care About
Us, or Do They?” with the Philadelphia
Center for Gun Violence Reporting,
where he works. In the film, young sur-
vivors talk about wearing hoodies to
hide their scars, navigating the world in
a wheelchair, and coping with infertility
caused by their injuries.

McClain is now working to improve
news coverage of gun violence by creat-
ing a directory of shooting survivors
who are willing to share their stories.

Survivors are the forgotten victims of
the nation’s gun violence epidemic, he
said. Many feel abandoned.

“They push you out of the hospital
like you have a normal life,’’ McClain
said. “But you will never have a normal
life. You are in this club that you don’t
want to be in.”

KFF Health News, formerly known as
Kaiser Health News (KHN), is a national
newsroom that produces in-depth jour-
nalism about health issues and is one of
the core operating programs at KFF , an
independent source for health policy re-
search, polling and journalism.

In this childhood photo, Oronde
McClain wears a helmet as he heals
from a gunshot injury. At age 10, he
was struck by a stray bullet. Today, he
is partly paralyzed and has seizures
and PTSD. PROVIDED BY ORONDE MCCLAIN

Survivors
Continued from Page 1A

When moderator Lester Holt opened
the third Republican debate Wednesday
night by asking the candidates why they
would be better GOP nominees than
Donald Trump, they were a little more
willing than they’ve been before to criti-
cize the former president.

But in the two hours that followed,
Trump’s challengers didn’t keep it up,
preferring to spar with one another and
aim an occasional slap at President Joe
Biden. Which means, for those keeping
score on debate winners and losers:
Count the Republican frontrunner who
wasn’t there as the big winner. Again.

Trump was down the road from the
Miami debate, in Hialeah, speaking for
more than an hour at one of his signa-
ture rallies. “Nobody’s talking about it,”
Trump told the crowd in a brief and
shrugging reference to the competing
forum, using derogatory nicknames for
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and former
United Nations ambassador Nikki Ha-
ley. “So it’s 61% for your favorite presi-
dent, me, and 10% for Ron DeSanctimo-
nious and 7% for birdbrain,” he said.

The blows on Trump at the debate
were glancing, his standing as the GOP’s
presumptive nominee unchallenged.
His refusal to join the forums and his
mounting legal perils seem to have only
hardened his towering advantage over
the rest of the GOP field.

The field of five discussed a litany of
Serious Matters, particularly on foreign
policy – on Israel and Hamas, the war in
Ukraine, the threat from China, even the
number of Navy ships they would build
as presidents.

But Trump’s lead in the race and his
absence from the debate stage made the
two-hour forum at the Adrienne Arsht
Center for the Performing Arts, hosted
by NBC News and the Salem Radio Net-
work, seem more like an academic exer-
cise than an encounter likely to affect
the nomination battle that begins in just
two months, in Iowa.

The candidates eligible to participate
in the official debate had been win-
nowed but the dynamic that has defined
the contest from the start hasn’t
budged. Trump is more firmly en-
sconced as the presumptive nominee
than he was when the first debate was
held in August. He skipped that one, too.

Now there’s a word you rarely hear
in a debate

Not that there wasn’t the occasional
viral moment in Miami.

Entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy ac-
cused Haley of hypocrisy in criticizing
TikTok because her daughter has ac-
knowledged using the app, “so you

might want to take care of your family
first.”

“Leave my daughter out of your
voice,” Haley replied icily. “You’re just
scum.”

Ramaswamy, whose support in na-
tional polls and key early states is in sin-
gle digits, was scrambling for headlines
in the news and traction in the race. De-
Santis, who has seen his standing fade,
had his eyes on a rising Haley. All of
them seemed to be feeling the fierce ur-
gency to finish second.

So what’s second prize?
Short of winning the nomination,

there are some advantages to making a
run for it.

The challengers are all younger than
the 77-year-old Trump, and any of them
might envision a run for president in
2028 or later. That could make this a
helpful practice run for, say, Haley and
DeSantis that introduces them to pros-
pective donors and voters.

Ramaswamy and South Carolina
Sen. Tim Scott might end up in the Cab-

inet in a Trump administration. There’s
been speculation about Scott as a run-
ning mate for Trump, though he has
mused that he might choose a woman
as his vice-presidential nominee. Chris-
tie has presented himself as a truth-tell-
er, burnishing his credentials as
Trump’s sharpest critic.

‘I’m sick of Republicans losing’

This time, the other candidates also
offered some criticism of the front-run-
ner.

DeSantis suggested Trump was re-
sponsible for Democratic victories in
Tuesday’s off-year elections in Virginia,
Kentucky and Ohio. “He said Republi-
cans were going to get tired of winning,”
the Florida governor said, repeating a
line Trump has used. “We saw last
night, I’m sick of Republicans losing.”

Haley said Trump was “getting weak
in the knees” in standing up to Russia in
Ukraine and suggested his day had
come and gone. Christie said that a can-
didate who was “focusing on keeping
themselves out of jail and courtrooms
cannot lead this party or this country.”

In fact, though, Trump is now well on
his way to achieving the first of those
goals, of landing the nomination at the
top of the GOP ticket in 2024.

Meanwhile, the fourth GOP debate
has been set for Dec. 6 in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama.

Late Wednesday night, Trump’s
campaign announced he wouldn’t join
that one, either.

GOP candidates battle for 2nd place
Trump cruises toward
Republican nomination

Susan Page
USA TODAY

Entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy, center, speaks alongside Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, left, and South Carolina Sen. Tim
Scott during the third Republican presidential primary debate Wednesday at the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing
Arts in Miami. MANDEL NGAN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Republican presidential candidate former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley, right,
speaks as former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie listens Wednesday in Miami.
REBECCA BLACKWELL/AP
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