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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Nashville
mayor’s office called on the city’s legal
team Monday to investigate the possi-
ble unauthorized release of the writings
of the shooter who indiscriminately
opened fire at the private Nashville
school in March, killing three children
and three adults before being fatally
shot by police.

Mayor Freddie O’Connell issued the
statement shortly after conservative ra-
dio host Steven Crowder released what
he said were three images of Audrey
Hale’s writings from the day of the
shooting.

Metro Nashville Police Department
said Monday the images were not
“MNPD crime scene images” and that it
was working with Nashville’s legal de-
partment in the investigation.

Meanwhile, the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation declined to confirm the
authentication.

Authorities have not disclosed any of
Hale’s journals or writings that were
collected after the March 27 shooting at

the Covenant School in Nashville. The
shooter left behind at least 20 journals,
a suicide note and a memoir, according
to court filings.

MNPD initially said they would re-
lease the documents, but only after an
investigation was officially closed –
which could have taken months. In re-
sponse, groups seeking the documents
filed a lawsuit arguing that since the
suspect was dead, the records should be
immediately released.

Police then reversed course, saying
that because of the lawsuits they would
await the direction of the court on
whether to release Hale’s writings.

That lawsuit is ongoing.
“I am deeply concerned with the

safety, security, and well-being of the
Covenant families and all Nashvillians
who are grieving,” O’Connell said.

Wally Dietz, Nashville’s law director,
confirmed in a statement Monday that
he was launching the investigation, but
said he could not immediately confirm
or deny the authenticity of the docu-
ments due to the limited information
surrounding the “possible leak.”

Brent Leatherwood, whose three

children attend Covenant School, chal-
lenged Crowder and anyone who would
amplify the images online to “just be a
human for once,” and stop seeking
clicks or platform building. Talking to
reporters, Leatherwood said the writ-
ings have the ability to inspire further
attacks.

“How many people have to be killed

in a senseless way so that you can get
clicks?” he said.

In May, a chancery court judge ruled
that a group of more than 100 Covenant
families could intervene in the case. The
families say they do not want the police
records to be made public, arguing the
records will only cause more pain and
possibly spark copycats.

An appeals court is now weighing
whether that judge acted within the law.

Police have said Hale had been plan-
ning the massacre for months. Hale
fired 152 rounds during the attack before
being killed by police. Hale was under a
doctor’s care for an undisclosed “emo-
tional disorder,” police said. However,
authorities haven’t disclosed a link be-
tween that care and the shooting.

The Covenant case is further compli-
cated by the fact that Hale, who was as-
signed female at birth, seems to have
begun identifying as a transgender man
– prompting right-wing commentators,
politicians and other figures to share
false claims of a rise in transgender
mass shooters and to suggest that the
fight for trans rights is radicalizing peo-
ple.
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Brent Leatherwood, whose three
children attend Covenant School,
challenged conservative radio host
Steven Crowder and anyone who
would amplify the images online to
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MINNEAPOLIS – The American
Civil Liberties Union of South Dakota
announced Monday that it is suing
South Dakota over a state law that
restricts content on vanity plates. 

The ACLU said in a press release
that it filed the lawsuit on behalf of
Lyndon Hart, whose application for a
plate that said “REZWEED” was initia-
lly denied by the South Dakota Motor
Vehicle Division for allegedly being “in
poor taste.” 

Hart runs a business called Rez
Weed Indeed, which he uses to sup-
port the legal selling and use of mari-
juana on Native American reserva-
tions. Hart intended for the personal-
ized license plate to refer to his busi-
ness and its mission of promoting
tribal sovereignty, the news release
said. 

According to the complaint filed
Friday, the state Department of Reve-
nue denied Hart’s application in 2022.
Under state law, the department has
the authority to “refuse to issue any
letter combination which carries con-
notations offensive to good taste and
decency.” 

The department later reversed its
decision without explanation and
granted Hart the REZWEED plate. But
Hart’s free speech rights are still at risk
because state law allows the depart-
ment to recall the plates at any time if
they are believed to have been issued
in error, the complaint says. 

The department used its authority
to recall at least three personalized
plates in 2022, the lawsuit says. 

It names both the state’s Depart-
ment of Revenue and the state’s Motor
Vehicle Division. 

Kendra Baucom, a spokesperson for
both entities, declined to comment
Monday on the lawsuit or on the
state’s policy. 

The ACLU said the Motor Vehicle
Division has rejected hundreds of per-
sonalized plate requests in the past
five years for allegedly carrying “con-
notations offensive to good taste and
decency.” 

The state’s standard is “overly
broad, vague and subjective,” the
ACLU says, and it violates the First and
14th Amendments to the U.S. Consti-
tution that include the rights of free
speech and due process. 

The ACLU added that the 8th Cir-
cuit U.S. Court of Appeals has ruled
that license plates are a legitimate
place for personal and political expres-
sion, and courts throughout the coun-
try have struck down similar laws.

In January, North Carolina decided
to allow more LGBTQ+ phrases on van-
ity plates. The state’s Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles approved more than 200
phrases that were previously blocked,
including “GAYPRIDE,” “LESBIAN”
and “QUEER.” 

Other states – including Delaware,
Oklahoma and Georgia – have been
sued over their restrictions in recent
years.

ACLU 
sues South
Dakota over
vanity plate
restrictions
Trisha Ahmed
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRIGHTON, Colo. – A second Den-
ver-area police officer was acquitted
Monday in the 2019 death of Elijah
McClain, who was put in a neck hold
and injected with ketamine after being
stopped by police as he walked home
from a convenience store. 

The jury found Aurora officer Nathan
Woodyard not guilty of homicide and
manslaughter following a weekslong
trial in state district court. He faced
years in prison if convicted.

McClain’s mother, Sheneen
McClain, who was in the courtroom,
wiped tears from her eyes after the ver-
dict was read.

Defense lawyer Megan Downing
said, “We believe it was the right ver-
dict, not an easy one.”

The case received little attention un-
til protests over the 2020 killing of
George Floyd in Minneapolis sparked
renewed outrage over McClain’s death.
The 23-year-old Black man’s pleading
words captured on police body camera
video, “I’m an introvert and I’m differ-
ent,” struck a chord.

An earlier trial against two other offi-
cers resulted in split verdict, with one
convicted of homicide and third degree
assault and the other officer acquitted.

McClain died after being put in a
neck hold by Woodyard, then pinned to
the ground by Woodyard and several
other officers before he was injected by
paramedics with an overdose of keta-
mine.

Defense attorneys stressed
Woodyard was not there during crucial
minutes when McClain’s condition was
deteriorating. Body camera footage
seen by jurors showed Woodyard step-
ping away for part of the confrontation.

Two paramedics are awaiting trial

later this month.
A local prosecutor in 2019 decided

against criminal charges because the
coroner’s office could not determine ex-
actly how the massage therapist died.
But Colorado Gov. Jared Polis ordered
state Attorney General Phil Weiser’s of-
fice to take another look at the case in
2020 and a grand jury indicted the offi-
cers and paramedics in 2021.

The killings of McClain, Floyd and
others triggered a wave of legislation
that put limits on the use of neck holds
in more than two dozen states. Colora-
do now tells paramedics not to give ke-
tamine to people suspected of having a
controversial condition known as excit-
ed delirium, which has symptoms in-
cluding increased strength and has
been associated with racial bias against
Black men.

Unlike the first two officers who were
prosecuted, Woodyard took the stand
during his trial. He testified that he put
McClain in the carotid control hold be-

cause he feared for his life after he
heard McClain say, “I intend to take my
power back” and another officer say,
“He just grabbed your gun, dude.”

McClain was stopped Aug. 24, 2019,
while walking home from a conve-
nience store on a summer night, listen-
ing to music and wearing a mask that
covered most of his face. The police
stop quickly became physical after
McClain, seemingly caught off guard,
asked to be left alone. He had not been
accused of committing any crime.

Woodyard and other officers told in-
vestigators they took McClain down af-
ter hearing Officer Randy Roedema say,
“He grabbed your gun, dude.” Roedema
later said Officer Jason Rosenblatt’s
gun was the target.

Paramedics injected McClain with
ketamine as Roedema and another offi-
cer who was not charged held him on
the ground. He went into cardiac arrest
en route to the hospital and died three
days later.

Sheneen McClain, right, mother of Elijah McClain, and friend and supporter MiDian Holmes raise their fists in protest
after suspended Aurora, Colo., police officer Nathan Woodyard was acquitted Monday.
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Suspended Aurora, Colo., police officer Nathan Woodyard, front, leaves the
courtroom at the Adams County Justice Center on Monday after he was
acquitted in the 2019 death of Elijah McClain.


